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We welcome letters. Tom Hall addresses
as many as possible here. Email
escape@lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to
Lonely Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4RW. The writer of the
week’s star letter wins a Lonely Planet
guide of their choice, so please include a
daytime telephone number and postal
address. No individual correspondence
can be entered into. Lonely Planet would
like to know what you think of their
books; if you live in the London area and
would like to take part in a focus group,
please email helen.hewitt@
lonelyplanet.co.uk.

YOUR LETTERS

■ My partner and I will be travel-
ling to the Italian Lakes for a

few days during the last May Bank
Holiday. We will fly to Bergamo and
stay there one night in a hotel yet to
be decided on (there doesn't seem to
be too much choice). We then plan to
spend two nights on one of the lakes,
preferably Como or Garda. I find it
very difficult though to find a hotel
on a lake (with lake view) that is both
stylish (trendy/boutique) and reason-
ably priced. Most hotels I can find
online seem incredibly old-fashioned.
Henk Kuiper, by email 

The hotels on Lake Como and Garda
generally get more elegant and tradi-
tional, rather than funky and trendy, as
you move up the budget scale. There's
no shortage of very upmarket traditional
hotels, or indeed good value three-star
places near the lakes. Picks of the bunch
include Albergo Firenze (00 39 031 300
333; www.albergofirenze.it) with mod-
ern rooms and wooden floors, in central
Como for £71 a double per night. A short

walk away from the shore of Lake Garda
another more up-to-date option is Hotel
Agli Angeli (00 39 036 520 832; www.
agliangeli.com) which offers Balinese-
style rooms in the medieval village of
Gardone Sopra.

■ My boyfriend and I want to go
away for a week at Easter. I

want sunshine and to lie on a beach,
with good food and maybe the odd
mountain to climb. My boyfriend
needs activities as he can’t sit still for
more than an hour. We don't want to
be flying too far. We both prefer
places not too over-run with tourists.
Can you suggest anywhere please? 
Kate Waters, London

This year's late Easter means southern
Europe should mostly be warm and
sunny. Try Sardinia for almost guaran-
teed sunshine (temperatures should be

nudging 20-22C towards the end of
April). The island has a stunning coast
plus mountains, temples and mysteri-
ous Bronze Age remains dotted around
the landscape. Car is the best way to get
around and having one will free up your
boyfriend to explore while you relax.
Lastminute.com offers seven nights’
bed and breakfast at the Is Benas coun-
try lodge in the west of Sardinia for
£468 per person including flights and
hire car. 

If you're keen to turn up the heater a
bit, aim for the Canaries. Tenerife gets
into the high 20s during April and,
beyond the potential for bronzing, there
are watersports including surfing and
diving, and wonderful walking in Par-
que Nacional del Teide and the Valle de
la Orotava. Most visitors stick to the
southern resorts, so if you want to avoid
other tourists stay in laid-back Santa
Cruz. Even if you can only afford a

night, top of the lot is Hotel Mencey (00
34 922 609900), a divine place to sit by
the pool sipping cocktails – double
rooms cost from £200. Otherwise, the
best-known package operators are a
good bet for the main resorts. 

■ My wife will be 60 next
Christmas Day. To celebrate

we have booked a seven-day holiday
over this period. She is not very keen
on flying, so we chose Agadir in
Morocco as our destination; not too
far and hopefully warmish. However,
I have since read that Agadir is a
good stopping place for maybe two
days but no longer, as apart from the
beach, which won't tempt us, there is
very little to do. Have we chosen
badly? Could you advise us whether
there will be enough to occupy us and
what this might be? 
Jack Greenwood, Plymouth 

Agadir's main selling point is its broad,
sandy bay, which makes it a nice place to
stop off and refuel for a couple of days.
Other than that, there isn't a huge
amount to keep you occupied, and some
areas are very built up with modern
hotels and apartment blocks, so unless
you're serious beach lovers you'll need
to take some excursions. I don't know if
you've booked accommodation but even
if you have, a trip to Marrakesh for a
night or two is a must. Car hire – with or
without a driver – is easy to arrange in
Agadir, and Marrakesh is only three
hours away. Imagine seeing in your
wife's seventh decade in an atmospheric
riad such as Dar Doukkala (00 212 4438
3444; www.dardoukkala.com), where
fabulously grand rooms start at around
£100. Essaouira, just up the coast from
Agadir, is an atmospheric town, with
several nice riad hotels, an attractive old
town and waves crashing against its dra-
matic ramparts. You could ditch Agadir
and make this your base, or go there for
the night or on a day trip. From Agadir
you could also take a 4x4 tour to Souss-
Massa National Park, which is great for
birdwatching . See Visit Morocco (020
7437 0073; www.visitmorocco.org) for
more ideas and information. 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
Three friends and I have flights and tickets for the World Cup, but no accom-
modation. We'd like to rent an apartment for the week; are any still available? 
James Paterson, Wolverhampton

Finding an apartment should be possible, and even if you end up paying a pre-
mium rate, this will still work out cheaper than a hotel. Aim for towns that are
close to host cities but not holding any matches themselves and if you find one at
the right price, move fast to secure it. Eurorelais (00 31 402 110 101;
www.eurorelais.com) has plenty of properties still available throughout
Germany, starting at around £211 a week. Interhome (020 8891 1294; www.inter
home.com) also has extensive property listings. Or hire a motor home; Dertour
(0870 403 5442; www.dertour.co.uk) offers campers for £71 a day (to pick up once
you’ve arrived) and also still has a good selection of reasonably priced hotels.

Many years ago, my then boyfriend and
his four friends decided to spend a
week on a canal boat doing the
Birmingham Ring. Being a supportive
girlfriend, I agreed to go along, despite
being a fully paid-up member of the
Goth community with all the crimping,
back-combing, hair spray, eyeliner and
petulance that involved. 

By the time we arrived to pick up the
boat, gathering storm clouds meant I
was already having doubts. Being use-
less at anything practical, I was assigned
to opening and closing the many locks
we encountered. You would think the
unceasing rain, ‘dark satanic mills’, dead
dogs and shopping trolleys floating past
the boat would appeal to my darker sen-
sibilities. However, the sheer ignominy
of having to wear a daffodil-yellow plas-
tic cagoule and trousers over my care-
fully constructed outfits was more than I
thought I could bear. 

That was until the cooking rota. Each
couple was tasked with creating a feast
for six. The kitchen was a single ring
hob and a Baby Belling oven the size of
a shoebox. Being 1980s vegetarians,
our repertoire was somewhat limited
and the week’s diet consisted mainly of
variations on ‘brown rice surprise’,
‘lentil stew surprise’ and ‘veggie casse-
role surprise’. After days of pulse-based
meals, our one ‘wetroom’ (a shower
head uselessly positioned over the che-
mical toilet) was a particular delight. 

Later in the week, in an attempt to
escape the suffocating and increasingly
tense atmosphere, we resorted to visit-
ing ‘authentic’ pubs. Our self-appointed
leader had the unusual skill of manag-
ing to find places that no one else had
visited for at least 50 years – with good
reason – but even a dark, damp, empty,
miserable bar was preferable to the
dark, damp, miserable boat. One night, I
insisted that we go to a real pub with
fruit machines, cheap lager, and loud
music. While the group sat morosely in
their North Face fleeces nursing their
pints of real ale, I got horribly high on
Blackthorn cider and Madonna. 

By the end of the week I had resorted
to sitting in the prow wrapped in my
cape, refusing to speak and listening to
Nine Inch Nails on my Walkman. If I
read in the coming weeks about some-
one’s nice canal holiday being ruined by
a sulky Goth, I won’t be surprised.

Susan Burns

Have you had a crap holiday? If so,
write in and tell us about it. The writer
of stories we publish will receive a copy
of The Idler Book of Crap Holidays.
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk

MYCRAP HOLIDAY

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

Gothic horror on a
Birmingham canal

AZED No. 1,762 Plain COMPETITION PUZZLE

ACROSS
1 Evergreen shrub, hybrid one on Rand, growing wild (10)

11 Rope forming mostly inert loop? (4)
12 Spleen swelling making one hate rolling in pain, as before (8)
13 Not led astray with heroin, I'll be very active (7, 3 words)
14 Painter c-crazy about constituent of varnish (6)
16 Magistrate bangs up traveller, conforming to typical pattern (9)
17 The liquor without e.g. inserted dilute (4)
19 Some centralization's taken back local magistrate's territory (4)
20 What produces sodium carbonate solvers copy as guided (13, 2

words)
23 Life? Account of it written about king (4)
26 Notoriously shaggy one found in thesaurus (4)
27 Troops of Rome making space for working on Papal provinces (9)
29 Soothing bit of ease amid frolicsome activity (6)
30 Damage to tread moved round axle (7)
31 The short mid part of hair in circlet mostly, tuft cut square (8)
32 Tuareg do repair e.g. to —— (4)
33 Clanger leading to trouble (name not applicable) – it's drug-

related (10)

DOWN
1 Fools in love? The opposite, creating mischief in Scotland (6)
2 Managed small cold hotel, providing basic accommodation for

travellers (6)
3 Huntsman's cry, ergo what'll start hunt off (4)
4 Gemstone artists roughly set in hurry, last cut (11)
5 Bantu group, some living on islands ((5)

*6 Rags (7)
7 Lightly cooked – otherwise rare, rare where oven's involved (11)
8 Most excellent joke about corrupt imam (8)
9 Spill Scotch left after raki's drunk (5)

10 Fishes swallowed by capercaillies (5)
15 I'm idle in study, with minimum of toil? Not if I'm this (8)
18 Clay-pit worked as normal (7)
21 Ancient Yemeni is (briefly) a nut (6)
22 Timber tree: small number protected by low-caste Hindu (6)
23 Squeals, 51 quitting cross-party alliance? (5)
24 This may be applied to internal failure – as being dropped by

Gunners (5)
25 Skunk-like creature, cross, starts to release its load? (5)
28 Short-lived passion, love for folk song (4)

The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.

PRIZE RULES AND REQUESTS
Send solution and clue to replace defini-
tion asterisked (on separate sheet also
bearing name and address, securely
attached) to Azed No. 1,762, PO Box 518,
Oxford, OX2 6WX. Entries should be
postmarked no later than Saturday. Please
add a brief explanation of your clue (one
entry only). £35, £30, £25 prizes and Azed
bookplates for the three clues judged best.
The Azed Slip, containing details of suc-
cessful competition entries and Azed’s
comments, is available on subscription at
£13 a year for 13 issues (£16 for overseas
subscribers). Cheques payable to the
Azed Slip, should be sent to The Azed Slip,
Coombe Farm, Awbridge, Romsey SO51
0HN. To receive a sample slip, please send
an sae to this address.

Across  12, i(t) in anag.; 16, H in
et al.;  30, lo in décor; 33, land
in anag. less e; 34, dist. ensile.
Down  1, Ge in anag. + st; 3,
first letters in anag.; 6, anag. +
Erato d US; 9, (t)hesp; morse2;
10, pr + uh(-uh); 18, r a in
entêté; 19, Arita in c, s; ref. I
Corinthians xiii, 13; 24, hidden;
29, p-ped (rev.); ref. US film
actor.

AZED No. 1,759 Prizewinners
1 Juliet Bending, St Albans, Herts
2 H.R. Gallantree, Chelmsford, Essex
3 Rosemary & Derek Moore, Shifnal, 

Shropshire

AZED 1,759  Solution & notes
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Escape has 10 copies of
the new Lonely Planet
Western Balkans to give
away. Email your
answers to escape
@lonelyplanet.co.uk 
When did Croatia
become independent
from Yugoslavia?
To order a copy for £14.99 with free UK
p&p go to observer.co.uk/bookshop or
call 0870 836 0885.

COMPETITION

7 days from £499
Departures on selected dates May - June and August - October
from London Heathrow, Manchester, Liverpool and Bristol

During the past few years the historic cities of inland Spain, its stunning
countryside and unique monuments have been brought to the attention of the
discerning traveller. This superb tour visits the highlights of the ancient Kingdom
of Castille, the medieval university city of Salamanca, the former capital of Toledo,
Aranjuez home to the former Royal summer Palace, Madrid with its world-class
art, plus much more.  

Call 0870 836 0841 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers 
Email: guardian@rivieratravel.co.uk
Call charges may vary depending on service provider. Prices based on per person sharing a twin room, single
supplements apply, insurance extra. Holiday organised by Riviera Travel, Bretby Business Park, Ashby Road, Burton
upon Trent DE15 0YZ and is offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL protected 3430. 

Escorted tour of Madrid,
Salamanca and Toledo

Fully escorted price includes: 
• Return flights from London Heathrow, Liverpool,

Bristol or Manchester

• Excellent quality three-and four-star hotels

• Four dinners

• Tours of Salamanca, Madrid, Toledo 

and Segovia

• Visit to Aranjuez and the former Royal 

summer palace

• Services of an experienced tour manager


