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We welcome letters. Tom Hall 
from Lonely Planet addresses as 
many as possible here. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s star
letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of their
choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address.
No individual correspondence can be
entered into. 
≤ To order discount Lonely Planet
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

■ I want to visit my daughter as
often as possible in Australia as

she is now settled there. I decided to
look at the possibility of travelling
business class. I have noticed that
Trailfinders (and others) offer busi-
ness class flights from £1,249 but the
fares are based on two people travel-
ling together.

Yet again I find discrimination
against us single folk. Why must two
people travel together? I can just
about understand hotels offering
special deals for couples, as they
probably make their money from
meals and drinks bought by a couple,
but how does an airline ‘lose out’ by
selling tickets at a reduced rate? I
would be interested if you have any
information on this and, indeed, any
tips on buying reduced-price busi-
ness-class tickets.
Pauline Wardleworth, Dagenham 

The companion rule is yet another
restriction applied to a ticket when sold
at a discounted rate. Other examples
you may be more familiar with include
fixed dates, a minimum Saturday night
stay, or 100 per cent non-refundable.

Business travellers often travel alone
so by offering a ‘good value' business-
class ticket that has a requirement for
two people to travel together on all sec-
tors, the airline is trying to appeal to the
leisure rather than the business market.
The logic here is that leisure travellers
don’t often travel alone, whereas busi-
ness travellers frequently do.
Obviously, the airline is also keen to
ensure that if they do sell a discounted
seat they get two lots of revenue rather
than one.

To get the cheapest business-class
deals to Australia, avoid the likes of BA,
Qantas and Cathay Pacific which all

offer flat-beds on board and a higher
level of in-flight service in business
class. Instead try China Eastern
Airlines, which offers fares from
£1,496, or Royal Brunei with flights
from £1,869, plus taxes, both available
from Trailfinders (0845 054 6666;
www.trailfinders. com).

The best time to travel flying busi-
ness class is the traditional peak season
– school holidays, Easter, summer and

Christmas. This is when the business
travel market slows and the airlines
drop their prices considerably, aiming
at the leisure market to pick up busi-
ness. 

Even the higher priced airlines offer
special deals in the quieter months.
Trailfinders is currently offering
Qantas to Sydney or Melbourne – with
flat beds – from £2,165 for departures
15 June to 31 August.

■ We need to travel to Minsk,
Belarus, in May for our son's

wedding. We live on Merseyside, so a
departure from Liverpool would be
convenient, but Manchester is an
option. Which would be the most
straightforward and economical
route?
Den Rees, Merseyside 

The most convenient connections from
Manchester to Minsk are offered by
LOT Polish Airlines and Austrian
Airlines, via Warsaw and Vienna
respectively. Fares start at £236.90 with
LOT including taxes for departures in
early May. Prices depend very much on
exact travel dates. Direct flights are
available to Minsk from Gatwick with
Belavia (020 7393 1202; www.belavia.
by). Attending a wedding in Belarus,
especially one where you’ll be such
honoured guests, should be a wonder-
ful experience. Minsk won’t win many
prizes for beauty, but its Soviet-era
monuments and concrete grandeur
grow on many people.

■ I’m trying to solve a summer
holiday dilemma. I have two

boys, aged 12 and 14, who like very
different types of holiday. The eldest
likes sightseeing and visiting famous
landmarks; the youngest lazing
around and sport. Neither likes a tra-
ditional beach holiday. Is this an
impossible request?
Mrs B Southey, Dover 

I think Italy has all the answers. With a
villa in Tuscany or Umbria for a week
or more you can visit Florence and –
just possible in a day – Rome on day
trips and dozens of very attractive
small towns. Flights, car hire and villas
with pools are easy to arrange. This
should satisfy oldest son, who’ll love
exploring two of the world’s great
cities. Younger son can laze by the pool
and go cycling. If you get the timing
right the whole family can see the Palio
in Siena on 16 August, a spectacular
horse race around the Piazza del
Campo. For villas and apartments, try
Veronica Tomasso Cotgrove (020 7267
2423; www.vtcitaly.com), which has a
variety of properties sleeping four or
more in Tuscany and Umbria from
£800 a week in August. 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
Following on from your reply to Kevin Mills (Escape, 12 March), my wife
and I had planned a honeymoon in Tanzania in July, but are worried about
the drought situation. We don't want to waste vital local resources staying
in wasteful western-style hotels, but on the other hand we don't want to
take money away from the local economy by cancelling. It was suggested to
me that we could find high-standard locally run hotels and environment-
friendly tours. What do you recommend?
Ben Forman, Chorlton 

Working out if your planned holiday is properly green or just ‘green-wash’ isn’t
easy, but there are a few clues to look for. Operators that are genuinely con-
cerned will have a written policy covering their environmental impact,
employment and cultural policy, usually found on their website. Look for evi-
dence of employment of local people, strategies for tackling environmental
issues like recycling and ‘green’ purchasing policies, use of locally-owned
accommodation, and support for local charities. Lastly, ask the operator what
challenges they’ve overcome in this area – an honest company will come back
with some impressive stories.

An easy way to find plenty of ethical travel companies is by checking out
www.responsibletravel.com, which collects together over 250 companies from
around the world who meet the required social, environmental and economic
criteria. Through this site you can book directly with these operators. One trip
that sounds perfect for your needs is its 11-day Wildlife and Chumbe tour, oper-
ated by Tribes Travel (01728 685971; www.tribes.co.uk; prices start at £2,075
per person not including flights). It includes hiking and wildlife viewing in the
Ngorongoro Crater and three nights on the beautiful and eco-friendly Chumbe
Island. 

'You've got packed lunches. And they're
good packed lunches.' In fact, the rolls
were so hard that they would have been
more  useful as missiles than sustenance.
But no one was about to disagree with
'Bouncer', our French teacher, who was
rumoured to have acquired his nickname
after ejecting a disruptive child through a
classroom window.

We were on a coach, on the first leg of
an interminably long journey to a resort
somewhere in Brittany. Eventually we
arrived at Les Flots Bleues – one of those
'typical French' hotels of the 1970s, a
grisly combination of brocade and
dreadful bogs, with a dining room that
made you feel like an extra in Oliver!. 

After dinner on the first evening,
Bouncer made a Brittany-landings-style
speech: 'You're young. You think you can
handle anything. You can't.' I was
mystified, till I later realised that the
warning was addressed to Laura, one of
those 16-going-on-35 sort of girls, who
can generally be relied upon to get up to
mischief in the dullest of places. 

While Laura and the older pupils went
off in search of snogfests with the locals,
my best friend and I confined ourselves
to more innocent pursuits. There
probably are duller things to do than to
stand by a French roadside in the drizzle,
watching a parade of women in white
bonnets and men in clogs, but it's hard to
think of any. When the sun finally did
come out, I was desperate to get on the
beach and to get a tan, so I lay there for
hours, getting the most dreadful sunburn
I have ever had. 

The combination of drizzle and burn
gave me laryngitis. But I recovered suffi-
ciently to enjoy what turned out to be the
highlight of the holiday, when a first-year
rushed into the dining room one evening,
dripping from tears and seawater: 'Sir...
Laura... stuck on rocks with French boys...
they made me swim back to get help.' The
unpredictable tides of Les Flots Bleues had
spoilt Laura's summer idyll on the rocks,
although probably not as much as the
sight of Bouncer's bald pate appearing in
the distance on the beach.

I arrived back home with croissant-
textured skin, a husky voice and a
selection of tacky souvenirs, none of
which impressed my mother, who gave
me a rollicking for ruining my previously
peachy complexion. Everyone else said
that they couldn't wait until I was old
enough to go on grown-up  holidays to
France, and bring back useful things like
bottles of wine. Neither could I.

Patricia Pye 
Have you had a crap holiday? If so,
write in and tell us about it. The writer
of stories we publish will receive a copy
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays.
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk

MYCRAP HOLIDAY

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

French lesson leaves
a lasting impression

“

The
tyranny of
thinness –
boy don’t
we all feel
it – but I’m
past caring
Dawn
French
interview

Observer
Magazine
Page 14

AZED No. 1,765 Plain

ACROSS
1 Before dance, I note dons squiffy in Kingston duty-free? (10, 2

words)
12 Water plants or wood sorrel disfigured half of loughs in 

Ireland (10)
13 Love heading off  in a mass for shortish holiday in Scotland? (4)
14 The French sir teased in lessons (5)
15 Function of maths, skill one has got in college (6)
16 Muses perhaps, second missing in set passage? (6)
17 US plan for ME, drama unfolding with PLO left out? (7, 2 words)
19 Romanian's money I steal back (4)
20 Freshwater mussels found in wild tarn? A lottery down 

under (8, 2 words)
22 Substance that does not attract dust or foul attaints (8)
24 Agent's first to last to speak in old-fashioned slang (4)
26 University pedant rambling off the record? (7)
29 Boaters once tipping over unpopular fellow on board? (6)
31 What samurai wields in attack at an adversary (6)
32 Gives profit in high-street store (5)
33 Florida contains the extremes of uneatable food (4)
34 Mac is programmed to accept ‘Big Beef' hi-fi sound system (10)
35 It feeds  on rotten bit of steak – yielding this? (10)

DOWN

2 Monetary unit, a tiny thing in New York – it's studied 
clinically (12)

3 Band with zilch taking in bum US operatic style (8, 2 words)
4 Turkish soldier staggering up, clipped both ends (5)
5 Stupid Scots fellow with northern cunning (7)
6 Dip includes bit of caster sugar (4)
7 Czech currency stronger when joining Union initially (6)
8 SA blokes one confused with us (5)
9 Fine US state abandoned sense – inevitability (12) 

10 Sun out, fish free from casts? (7)
11 Round in pub? That's often blue one (4)
18 Time of suspended growth once satisfied rising employment (8)
19 Feature of strings old soul put with brass wrongly (7)
21 Hybrid garment in a knit that's unravelled (7)
23 Old soak scatters splashes of soda everywhere (6)
25 Court the old man closed about one (5)
27 Wasting time, stay endlessly (5)
28 The little boy brought up as fostered bairn (4)
30 A little pigeon (4)

The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,765, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R
5EJ

Across  1, cross a + anag.; 12, ace ug (all
rev.) in ake; 13, anag. + H + ego; 25, ‘E.
was a hairy man'; 26, at in legions; 30,
t' (h)ai(r) all in bangl(e); 31, comp.
anag. & lit.; 32, bell ado n n/a.
Down  1, see mischief; 4, anag. in
spee(d); 7, anag. + oast in red; 15, I lig in 
den + t; 23, (LI)b-Labs; 24, (A)r(s)enal

AZED No. 1,762 Prizewinners

DUDDERY

1 T. C. Borland (2 The Knowle, London Road,
Cuckfield, West Sussex RH17 5ET): Sisters and
their mother sniffily dictated what Cinders wore
about the house (congested pronunciation of
'nunnery').
2 C. M. Edmunds (Crewkerne, Somerset) :
Partially infected udder yields, if red, material
inflammatory to bovines (hidden; ref. 'red rag to a
bull').
3 C. A. Clarke (Tidenham, Chepstow): Clouts
ineffective bowler across the pond, no trace of
ball (dud der(b)y).
VHC T. Anderson, D. Arthur, M. Barley, E.
Cross, N. C. Dexter, V. Dixon, R. Hesketh, F. P. N.
Lake, D. F. Manley, J. R. C. Michie, C. G. Millin, T.
J. Moorey, C. J. Morse, C. Ogilvie, F. R. Palmer, M.
Sanderson, N. G. Shippobotham, I. Simpson, J.
R. Tozer, R. J. Whale, D. C. Williamson, A. J.
Young.

AZED 1,762 Solution & notes
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9 nts National Park & Havana & excursions 

Deep in  the mountainous National Park of the Sierra
Maestra lies the charming El Yarey lodge. Peace, tranquility,
silence and birdsong; a magical place where fireflies often

light up the evenings. Relaxed and easy-going, without TV
El Yarey is perfect for those who like to leave the world of
technology behind. Stay for 7 nights including a simple

range of food and drinks, and enjoy walking, nature trails,
hiking, birdwatching. 2 nts in Havana complete the holiday. 

Included visits: Introductory nature walk/Full day to
Santiago de Cuba /birdwatching walk/Full day to the town of
Bayamo/Half day village and home visit; try your hand at a

game of dominoes with the locals!

Price incl: Sched flts/Gatwick. 7 nts El Yarey inc selected meals &
drinks. Excursions as described. 2 nts Chateau Miramar incl full

breakfast. Transfers/transport. UK dept tax of £20. Prices per
person sharing twin. Not incl: Cuba visa (£15). Local dep tax.

Optional insurance. Fuel supplement may apply.

SPECIA
L

OFFER
from

£649
NATURAL

CUBA

To book, telephone: (open daily inc Sat/Sun)

01306 871 133

Subject to availability.
Booking conditions apply.

Departure: Price:
19 Apr 2006 £769
26 Apr £729
17 May £699
31 May £749
21 Jun £649

Departure: Price:
05 Jul £729
19 Jul, 02, 16 Aug £949
30 Aug £749
13 Sep £699
15 Nov, 06 Dec £749

Selected UK domestic flights from £130   


