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≤ We welcome letters. Email
escape@lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to
Lonely Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4RW. The writer of the
week’s star letter wins a Lonely Planet
guide of their choice, so please include a
daytime telephone number and postal
address. No individual correspondence
can be entered into. To order discount
Lonely Planet books, call 0870 066 7989.

≤ Holiday friendships – your stories
Have you made lasting friendships with
people you met while on holiday abroad?
Or have the holiday couple from hell
turned up unannounced on your
doorstep ?  Escape would like to hear
your stories for a forthcoming 
feature about holiday friendships. 
Email escape@observer.co.uk. 

YOUR LETTERS

■ I am doing a three-month
teaching project in

Cochabamba, Bolivia at the
beginning of next year as part of my
gap year, but I will have two weeks
independent travel time at the end
of my placement. I'd love to see the
rest of Bolivia, but this will be the
first time I've travelled alone. I am
worried about getting around safely,
as well as the obvious time
constraints. How much of the
country will I be able to see? 
Robert Cooper
by email

Two weeks in Bolivia is not much, but
you should have time to squeeze in a
little bit of the country’s best bits. If you
haven’t made it to La Paz, a couple of
days exploring the hectic markets,
museums and steep streets of the
world’s highest capital city is recom-
mended. Good day trips from here are
the Tianhuanaco ruins or a trip to the
top of 5,400m Cerro Chacaltaya. If
you’re there between February and
April you can even ski here.
Alternatively, take your pick of hiking
the Choro Trek – one of the continent’s
best; mountain biking the 3600m
descent to Corioco or some whitewater
rafting in the river of the same name.

Spend your second week travelling
to and exploring Lake Titicaca. Starting
in the lakeside town of Copacabana,
you can trek to the village of
Yampupata and then hop on a boat to
the car-free Isla del Sol. If time allows,
charter a boat to travel on to Isla de la
Luna. That’ll take up most of the time
you have here, so no Altiplano colonial
towns or rainforest this time round
unless you tear up this itinerary and
head to another part of the country for
the fortnight. Pick up a book before you

go – online information is a bit thin on
the ground. 

■ I would like to travel to Delhi
and tour Rajasthan during the

summer but I am aware that it is the
monsoon season. Should I absolutely
avoid visiting India in August or is
the heavy rainfall bearable?
Tim 
via email

It’s not impossible to travel in India
during the monsoon season and there
are likely to be far fewer tourists
around. It is obviously wet and still very
humid – though cooler than the baking
pre-monsoon. During the big rains of
July and August expect heavy daily
downpours of varying length and
severity interspersed with cloud and
the occasional burst of sunshine. Trains
and buses still run, but you should be
prepared for short-notice delays to

your journey. While this means there’s
the potential for your trip to descend
into chaos this can be a lot of fun, too, as
locals and tourists alike get on with
making the best of the situation. You
shouldn’t be too ambitious, though, as
the warm rain followed by sun can
make you feel as if you’re in a steam
bath. Take an umbrella, high-sided
walking boots and a sense of humour. 

■ We stopped off in LA on the way
to New Zealand this January

and the US immigration service was
a bit sniffy about the state of my hus-
band's passport – one of the back
pages was damaged. Although at the
time it didn't cause us any problems,
we are planning to go to the US next
year and think it would be wise to
obtain a new passport for him before
we go. However, I read somewhere
about the US requiring passports
issued after a certain date needing to

contain biometric data. Is this true,
and if so, from when does this apply?
Can the UK passport office provide
us with the correct passport for
these trips, or might we have a 
problem here (as I thought they
weren't issuing such passports until
2008-09)?
Sarah Armstrong 
Norwich 

Entering the US under the visa waiver
programme (VWP) is the same as it has
been for a while, but changes are on the
way. You need a machine-readable
passport, which refers to the two lines
of black encoded text on the informa-
tion page of your passport. If your
passport was issued after 26 October
2005, it should also have a digital photo
rather than a printed photo that’s
glued-in. All new passports issued
should have digital photos.

The next big change comes into
force on 26 October this year, after
which point any new passports issued
will need a passport with biometric
data on it (they contain a computer
chip which carries details of facial mea-
surements, taken from the holders’
photo). The UK Passport Office is on
course to meet this deadline – so there
should be nothing to worry about.
Existing passports without biometric
data issued before 26 October 2006 will
still be valid for the VWP.

The ideal solution would be to get a
biometric-equipped passport in
November 2006, but you are of course
reliant on there being no big delays in
the issue of these new passports.
Another sensible step would be to
check with US authorities about
whether the damage to your husband’s
passport is likely to cause a problem –
you should also keep an eye on biomet-
ric requirements as this year
progresses. To do so, contact the US
Embassy Visa Information Service on
09042 450100 (calls are charged at
£1.20 a minute) or visit their website at
www.usembassy.org.uk

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My girlfriend and I recently took up motorbiking to commute in London.
But we’re now having fantasies about spending our summer holiday on an
Easy Rider-style adventure? Is this easy to arrange?
James Richards, Islington, north London 

There’s a big range of trips on offer. A good starting point is probably armchair
research using the Adventure Motorcycling Handbook by Chris Scott
(Trailblazer, £12.99). Then you need to decide whether you want to go some-
where and hire a bike, or travel with a specialist company that gives more
organisation and back up. Hiring bikes yourself should be straightforward – in
the US, for your Easy Rider adventure, the agent Quantrill (00 1 800 544 8678;
www.quantrill.com) rents Harleys in many places. Starting in Los Angeles, for
example, you are looking at around $600 a week for a Harley Sportster. For
something more adventurous, try Blazing Trails (01293 533338; www.blazing
trailstours.com) which runs two-week guided tours through the Himalayas on
classic Enfield Bullets. 

‘We must visit the Rock of Cashel – it’s 
a magical place,’ insisted my boyfriend 
as we planned our holiday to Ireland, a
follow-up to our Paris journey five
months before, when he didn’t propose
in spite of having brought the ring.

‘How romantic!’ I mused. ‘He is going
to pop the question on that ancient Celtic
stronghold.’ Throwing caution to the
wind and the rain expected of Ireland’s
autumn, we booked cheap flights to
Dublin and made our way to Tipperary.
At Cashel’s bleak fortress, neither the
wild wind nor the suffocating peat smoke
it carried could destroy the romance of
the place.

‘Honey, stand right here,’ he said,
beckoning me to what may once have
been an altar. ‘Here it comes!’ I thought.
But he turned away. ‘Excuse me, sir, can
you take our picture?’ 

The next day, on fire to show off his
horsemanship to me, a novice rider, he
dashed off on his steed only seconds
after I had scrambled into my saddle. As
if possessed, my ‘docile’ mount shot out
of the stable with me clinging to him
white-knuckled and wild-eyed. He
streaked past the leaders and stopped
short. ‘Charlie was just trying to catch
up,’ said the stable boy. Later, recovering
from the scare in front of a peat fire in a
cosy pub, I gazed at my cowboy with a
look of vulnerability that only a near-
death experience could produce – to no
avail. It was all downhill from there. 

At the Cliffs of Moher, fierce winds off
the ocean left my boyfriend deaf and
racked with cold symptoms, which he
treated in a pub with several pints of
Harp and coma-inducing cold tablets.
Aboard the mail boat that plied choppy
seas to Innis Bofin, he fought waves of
nausea lying on the cabin floor. Near the
aquamarine waters of Bofin’s pristine
beach, we stood bathed in heavenly light
that broke through the moody clouds – a
perfect setting. He fumbled in his pocket
– at last! – and pulled out... a rumpled 
tissue for his swollen nose. Our final
night was spent with my boyfriend
embracing not me but our room’s five-
star toilet – all hope of an  engagement
dashed by an egg sandwich gone bad. 

It finally happened a month later near
the dung-dappled llama enclosure in
Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo. Why there?
‘He had a knowing look in his eye,’ says
my now-husband of the frowzy llama
whose haughty gaze inspired him more
than the beauty of the Emerald Isle.
Laura Fleming Schulte

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, write
in and tell us about it. The writer of 
stories we publish will receive a copy of
the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. Email
crap.holidays@observer.co.uk

MYCRAP HOLIDAY

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

Pop the question,
for peat’s sake…

“
You can’t
go there
and not
learn 
about the
history
Hugh
Dancy, 
star of
Shooting
Dogs, on
filming in
Rwanda
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AZED No. 1,766 Printer’s Devilry COMPETITION PUZZLE

Each clue, except 8 Down, is a passage from which the printer has removed a  hidden answer, 
closing the gap and sometimes taking liberties with the punctuation, but not disturbing the order 
of the remaining letters. Example: Vaulting above tunnel entrance appears inane, scary. Answer:
PESTO. Undevilled version: Vaulting above tunnel entrance appears in an escape story. Every pas-
sage, when complete, makes sense. Competitors should submit with their solutions a 'PD' clue to
replace the simple definition at 8 Down. NB Preference is given to PD clues in which breaks before
and after the word omitted (before and after omission) do not occur at the ends or beginnings 
of words in the clue. Please give the full undevilled version of your clue as well as the clue  itself.

ACROSS
1 Reluctant confederates may shout, 'Hur race is over!' (7)
6 From one's lineally ancient forebears can be traced (5)
10 Did you hear thud noises in the night? (10)
11 We pick relative up to give her family a break (4)
12 It became brighter in the wet – rode along (6)
14 I love the sound of the wind, the stem a bit thin (8)
16 Being stuck in allayed the president's progress (5)
18 I'm meeting this super GI, right, for an evening out (4)
20 The match referee must, conduit of each contestant (9)
21 In the King's Head they'd surely give a drink to the monk (9)
23 'I know nothing about racing' bucked the winner even so (4)
25 Scientists examined the sex, ample, of fish to avoid (5)
28 In such aviator reclined, watching the city's conflagration (8)
30 All along the street, hard in the Arctic winter (6)
31 You might say 'boisterously', applied to those who sweat heavily (4)
32 Tracey's fans will love viewing some cracklier exhibits (10)
33 After such a great drive, dad to find himself in trap? (5)
34 The expert angler finds his beast rigid (7)

DOWN

1 Should a strong windlass land, we'll be cut off from the mainland (5)
2 ‘Have I overcooked supper?’ pleases cell, burning (10)
3 A grubby outfit's unacceptable for these (menaces essential) (6, 2

words)
4 The Catholic church believes it's important to admin (4)
5 It's mostly made of pure copper, but note that one ploy (9)
6 Our Viola has witnessed many horrific events (5)
7 A joker covered in yellow paint? That's turned awry! (8)
*8 A romance (4)
9 I shed basketry, selling well in the WI arts and crafts sale (7)
13 In a boring gathering of playwrights does pot (10)
15 A Hertfordshire florist sold me this – aspiring market! (9)
17 Classical boxer's enemy might have wanted to hit us (8)
19 The young prefer scruffy clothes, so why pay to get bored expen-

sively? (7)
22 The unfeeling Aussie doctor called my swelling a 'bone', ma (6)
24 Many foils may be found among the junk (5)
26 Dunce was observed as the body was laid to rest (5)
27 Before Sunday lunch I like a small Scotch, the others sherry (4)
29 He's a student of the creative urge, in fits (4)
Every entry is in The Chambers Dictionary (2003 edition). 4 is a full word.

RULES AND REQUESTS
Send solution and clue as indicated (on
separate sheet also bearing name and
address, securely attached) to Azed No.
1,766, PO Box 518, Oxford, OX2 6WX.
Entries should be postmarked no later
than Saturday. Please add a brief explana-
tion of your clue (one entry only). £35,
£30, £25 prizes and Azed bookplates for
the three clues judged best. The Azed Slip,
containing details of successful competi-
tion entries and Azed’s comments, is avail-
able on subscription at £13 a year for 13
issues (£16 for overseas subscribers).
Cheques payable to the Azed Slip, should
be sent to The Azed Slip, Coombe Farm,
Awbridge, Romsey SO51 0HN. To receive
a sample slip, please send an sae to this
address.

Across 10, mete + I in orc; 13, I'm a
mate; 17, ego (rev.) in a pan; 18, 'knees';
22, OU task; 26, g + anag. less to S(ulli-
van); ref. quarrels between G and S; 32,
I in anag. less a; 34, anag.; ref. Tristram
Shandy by Lawrence Sterne.
Down 3, Lenz in anag.; 9, KO + ala; 6,
comp. anag. & lit.; 7, me in Mae (West);
8, Ar. a in berms; 9, ex. + anag.; 10, anag.
+ ouch! + I; 11, meris t all in mess; 21, AB
in a mile; 27, anag. less we + a.

AZED No. 1,763 Prizewinners
1 Malcolm Fairy, Nottingham
2 Andy Lane, Nottingham
3 Stephen Saunders, Bradford on Avon,

Wiltshire

AZED 1,763 Solution & notes
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10 nts beach inc meals/drinks

Golden Sun Hotel: On a golden sand beach overlooking the
Indian Ocean the former spice trading centre of Kalutara

provides the location for our hotel, the superior medium class
Golden Sun Resort. Set in 5 acres of gardens the hotel offers
swimming pool, restaurants, bars and attractively furnished

rooms with balcony, TV and en-suite bathroom.

Included meals/drinks: Breakfast, lunch, dinner - buffet
style: in the main restaurant.  Afternoon tea/coffee/cake. Local
beer, local spirits (gin, brandy, rum, vodka, arrack), selected

cocktails/soft drinks. Daytime tennis. Please note: room service
and in-room fridge items are not included in the all inclusive.

Price incl: Sched flights. UK Govt dep tax: £20. 
10 nts’ accom inc meals/drinks as described. Transfers. Prices

per person sharing a twin. Not incl: Local departure tax.
Optional insurance. Fuel supplement may apply. 

SPECIA
L

OFFER
from

£549
SRI LANKA

ALL INCLUSIVE

To book, telephone: (open daily inc Sat/Sun)

01306 871 133

Subject to availability.
Booking conditions apply.

Departure: Price: 
18 Apr 2006 £659
02 May £599
16, 30 May £549
27 Jun £649
11 Jul £799
25 Jul, 15 Aug £949

Departure: Price:
29 Aug £829
12, 19 Sep £649
17, 24 Oct £799
07 Nov £699
21 Nov £899
12 Dec £1249

Selected UK domestic flights from £130


