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Steam locomotion has an enduring fascination for many of us and combined with
the wonderful scenery of Scotland it becomes utterly irresistible. Brightwater
invite you to be a part of a unique journey on the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first
rotating boat lift. The Jacobite steam train, taking in the renowned Glenfinnan
Viaduct, is one of the longest steam-hauled rail journeys available in Britain today,
and travels through some spectacular scenery. A gentler pace is set when you sail
on the world’s last seagoing paddle steamer, the PS Waverley, and the SS Walter
Scott, on beautiful Loch Katrine.

A classic
Scottish steam
weekend

Price includes:
• Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the comfortable Inchrie Castle Hotel,

Aberfoyle (or similar)
• Comfortable coaching throughout 
• Journeys on PS Waverley, SS Walter Scott, Fort William/Mallaig line and a visit to the

Falkirk Wheel 
• Services of a Brightwater Holidays representative

Call 0870 836 0833 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers  
guardian@brightwaterholidays.com
Calls provided by BT will be charged at up to 8 pence per minute at all times.  A call set-up fee of 3 pence per
call applies to calls from residential lines. Mobile and other providers’ costs may vary. Prices based on per
person sharing a twin room, single supplement from £36, insurance from £27. Holiday organised by
Brightwater Holidays Ltd, Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS and is offered subject to availability. 
ATOL 4498 ABTOT 5001.

4 days from £289
Departs various dates in June, July
and August 2007 from the North
East, North West, South of England
and Scotland

4 day package by air from London
is also available from £369

We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s 
star letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of 
their choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address. 
No individual correspondence can be 
entered into. 
! To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

!We have booked with BA  Con-
nect to fl y from Manchester to 

Geneva in May . We are planning a 
week in the Lake Geneva region. We 
were just thinking about booking 
accommodation when we learnt BA 
Connect had been bought  by Flybe. 
BA states that bookings will be hon-
oured subject to ‘normal terms and 
conditions’. I am aware we should 
receive a refund on the fl ight if the 
route is cancelled, but this won’t 
be much compensation if we have 
already paid for accommodation we 
can’t then use. We are still keen to go 
ahead with our plans but are a little 
apprehensive about booking a hotel.  
Your advice would be welcome.
Stephen Burrows, Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire

I f an airline cuts a route it will reim-
burse you for the cost of your fl ight, 
but not for other costs incurred such as 
accommodation or onward transport. 
Travel insurance will not normally 
cover you in this instance .

Flybe says it won’t know for sure 
what changes it will make  to the net-
work until  it has taken full control of 
BA Connect and reviewed the business, 
but it has  no immediate plans to scrap 
the Manchester-Geneva route. As a 
mainly business route it is likely to be 
one of the fl ights it is most happy to get 
its  hands on. However, nothing is cer-
tain, so it is worth staying in touch with 
Flybe over the next few months. You 
should certainly book accommodation 
on a deposit-only basis rather than 
paying the entire amount up-front, 
therefore minimising your  risk.

!We have an overnight lay-over 
of 14 hours in Dubai. Can you 

recommend any inexpensive accom-
modation there?
N&S Gregory, Ashton-under-Lyme, 
Lancashire

There are  two types of hotels in Dubai, 
the city hotels and the beach resorts. 
The city hotels, found in Deira , Bur 
Dubai and Sheikh Zayed Road,  range 
from one-star to fi ve, while the beach 
resorts  along Jumeirah Beach  and  to 
the south are generally fi ve-star.

Despite the dozens of top-end 
options, Dubai does have cheaper 
sleeps. These come with fewer  frills 
but are still of a good standard. The Al 
Khayam ( 00 971 4226 4211; khayamh@
emirates.net.ae) has clean and tidy 
rooms from £30. Lords Hotel ( 00 971 
4228 9977; lords@emirates.net.ae) is a 
step up at £100 for a double.

Remember that unless you are trav-
elling at absolute peak time, the stated 
room rates for most Dubai hotels are 

negotiable. If you have a business card 
you will qualify for a corporate rate, 
but simply asking will bring rack rates 
tumbling down.

!I had treatment for cancer nine 
years ago and, two years ago, 

had further treatment for secondary 
cancer. I try to stay healthy and make 
sure I have a good diet, and work to 
keep my immune system strong .  I am 
fi t to travel and usually go to places 
 such as Spain and Australia, where 
I don’t need to take special precau-
tions. I would love to go to Africa but 
am concerned about the health risks. 
I am very wary of having injections 
or taking other medication that 
might cause my body some disrup-
tion. Is there anywhere in Africa that 
I can go and enjoy a safari and other 
experiences with some comfort, that 
has a low or no risk of malaria and 
where I wouldn’t need injections?
Brenda Green, by email

Any wildlife-spotting trip to Africa 
will require some injections. Before 
travelling anywhere in sub-Saharan 
Africa you should be protected against 
hepatitis A and B, typhoid and tetanus. 
If you are already up to date on these 
you should consider South Africa. 
While there is a high risk of contract-
ing malaria in Kruger National Park, 
there are areas where the chance of 
becoming infected is low enough that 
you don’t need to take medication. 

This means you could go big-game 
spotting in places  such as Pilanes-
berg National Park  or the Kgalagadi 
Transfrontier Park  which borders Bot-
swana, or visit malaria-free Madikwe  
or Shamwari  Game Reserve (www.
shamwari.com ) on the Eastern Cape. 
You should still take prevent ive meas-
ures  such as keeping your arms and 
legs covered and applying Deet-based 
repellent. 

Given your medical history it 
would be more important than usual 
to check your plans with a travel 
health professional before travelling. 
Try the Fleet Street Clinic (020 7353 
5678 ; www.fl eetstreetclinic.com) and 
contact Nomad Travel (09068 633 414; 
www.nomadtravel.co.uk) which has 
a number of health clinics, an advice 
phone line and website. 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
I’m travelling to Hong Kong for a wedding in April and have a week in 
China beforehand. I’d love to do a Three Gorges cruise, but don’t know if 
the experience is as good now the dam has been built. What is the state of 
play with cruises now, what can I see and is it still worth it?
Helen Williams, Ilkley, West Yorkshire

While the Three Gorges Dam won’t be fi nished until 2009, waters have already 
risen considerably behind  it. This has seriously  altered the experience of cruis-
ing the Yangtze   between Wuhan or Yichang and Chongquing. The rapid  cur-
rents have all but disappeared, some towns and villages have been submerged 
and  the world’s largest hydroelectric dam sits in the middle of the  route. You 
pass via a huge ship lock. However, there are still plenty of  dramatic gorge 
views , albeit with less steep enclosures of rock . The rising waters have made 
lesser gorges more accessible for extra excursions in small boats; for many 
these are  the highlight of the trip. It’s hard to say if the experience is better or 
worse – it’s diff erent, and will be diff erent again after 2009 when the waters 
 rise  further. I f you’re after traditional China,   visiting the beautiful villages 
of the south-west  may be a better bet, but the Three Gorges will give  a great 
insight into China’s mix of old and new. China Travel (020 7487 2999; www.
chinaholidays.com ) can organise a wide range of tailor-made trips , such as an 
11-day itinerary featuring Beijing, a four-day Three Gorges cruise and Hong 
Kong for £2,303 per person, including four-star accommodation and fl ights.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers your 
questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM

  In 1970 I was seven years old and in 
my fi rst term of boarding  school in 
Kent,  homesick and bemused. I was  
unable to understand why I was sent 
away from   my family when they only 
lived in Horsham. The fact that it was 
the ‘done thing’ for offi  cers’ children 
was way over my head. Still, displaying 
a commendable stiff  upper lip, I saw 
my fi rst term through; cold porridge 
and a  matron nicknamed Crusty were 
endured. 

 In my weakened state I misheard the 
call for all children going ‘abroad’ for the 
holidays and joined the queue outside 
sickbay  to receive my jabs. It was quick 
and undignifi ed especially as hepatitis B 
required bare buttocks before the glee-
ful grin of Crusty.  I left clutching my arm 
unaware that, with cholera, smallpox 
and hepatitis jabs, I was the most well-
 protected  person to be holidaying on 
the Norfolk Broads.

My father thought it highly amusing 
and saw it as a good omen; said things 
could only get better for me. He was 
wrong, and he was wrong to  think that 
two weeks on a small sailing boat with 
three landlubbers was   going to succeed. 
My mother  could endure   all sorts of try-
ing circumstances but she was no sailor. 
I wonder if the seeds of their eventual 
divorce could be traced back to  Hickling  
Broad when we lost all the blankets 
overboard leaving us to weather the 
summer cold in sheets and oilskins?  

Our boat,  Jasmine II, had holes  – one 
 above Mum’s pillow. Whenever it 
rained she was soaked – and it rained 
every other night. Another one below 
the waterline was plugged before we 
made our dramatic departure from the 
marina. My father had given my sister 
and me detailed instructions on how 
to cast off  .  He steered  away from the 
jetty, the crowd waving enthusiastically . 
It was then that he noticed that the 
‘crowd’  consisted of two children… his 
two children. In his instructions he had 
neglected to tell us to climb aboard.  My 
dad returned to pick us up and the stage 
was set for two weeks of overfl owing 
toilets, exploding gas ovens,  two ‘men 
overboard’ and a threatened mutiny. 
 Thirty-fi ve years on and I still haven’t 
managed to trawl up a happy memory 
of that time, though  I certainly didn’t 
catch any tropical diseases.
Jim Boyd

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk

MY CRAP HOLIDAY
Apocalypse Now on 
the Norfolk Broads
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ACROSS
   1  What’s spent by Angolan wife in floral decoration? (4)
  6   Highland frolic has its reels, requiring energy (7)
12  Fish lice making annual return – one old perch flipped (6)
14  Tiger at US Open? Sensational, with no indication of pain (4)
15  Hedgerow shrub grew afar yet in wild (13, 2 words)
16  It’s hell when end of crisp gets stuck therein! (4)
17  Part of hotel’s attraction is returning plate as part of overlapping 

series (6)
18  Convert to Greek ways is entering network without 
  introduction (8)
19  Scout wandering around Crécy (but lacking local accent) (5)
20  Dust storm has obscured palm tree, note (7)
25  Prince held by public servants generally to be grossly stupid (5)
28  Training horses round inn chomped old stogy (8)
29  Portraitist daubed Merlin (6)
31  Recorded ‘fact’ I’m put off at once (4)
32  Eastern hors-d’oeuvre brought westward fills longing – making 

Walter salivate? (13)
33  Carol? One rearranged its end (4)
34  Mum’s put into care, old – no match for original, usually! (6)
35  A force of part-timers was positioned by a watchtower (7)
36  Once cut, or sundered with regular cuts (4)

DOWN
  1     Time for public court proceedings left off when Lord’s implicated (6)
  2   Fetch cape to wrap one in (6)
  3  What’s  garbanzo in Spain, ‘appy eating in a soup? (11, 2 words)
  4  Informal party: king caught taking part in strip (6)
  5   Teller of gag half sent up what gave way to euro? (4)
  7   Unfeminine skirt fashionistas once obstructed (6)
  8   Physicist resident in Zwickau (Germany) (5)
  9   Greek philosopher’s showing hard time, honest about it (11)
10  It’s to do with blockage in gut I drain endlessly (5)
11   Threnody for the old, the old proceeding heavenward, on 
  being buried (5)
13  Evangelist, one giving little away about heaven? (9)
21  Not so stormy? Head off with bow of yacht safe (6)
22  A gluttonous appetite once satisfied (6)
23  Granny’s in pain, old – it’s unavoidable (6)
24  Lateen? Original definition for solver, might one suppose? (6)
25  Some such analysis appears under another name in column three (5)
26  Switch to fresh container traveller emptied out? (5)
27  Avian genus: it includes the variegated tit (5)
30  Pound, say, for book with ten chapters (4)
 The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended, but does not give the
spelling referred to in 13 Down (given in the SOED). 3 appears at the entry 
for its second element.

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,798, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

Across  1, anag. + as is + E; 11, ‘shoo’; 
12, 0 up in grie(f); 13, wan + z(on)e; 
14, Orlan(do) in Fa; 20, tent in poise1; 
29, v(i)z in E one; 30, r(out) + oof; 32, 
in d + racy (rev.); 33, king of Troy; 36, 
anag. & lit.
Down  2, hae in anag.; 4, i.e. t, u, z + z; 
5, Xema in an; 7, sub ros(a) (rev.); 15, 
Petri in rock; 16, a l + on alp it (all rev.); 
27, so n(e)ar; 31, ref A. Pärt, Estonian 
composer; MCG = Melbourne Cricket 
Ground.

A-Z of Crosswords by Jonathan 
Crowther (Azed) is published by 
HarperCollins at £17.99.

AZED No. 1,795 Prizewinners
1 Frank L. Boot, Loughborough, Leics
2 R.P. Knight, New Barnet, Herts
3 Kate Rawling, Ashby-de-la Zouch,  
     Leics

AZED 1,795 Solution & notes
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