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Call 0870 836 0843 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit:
guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers 
Email: gua@traveleditions.co.uk
Calls provided by BT will be charged at up to 8 pence per minute at all times.  A call  set-up fee of 3 pence per call
applies to calls from  residential lines. Mobile and other providers’ costs may vary. Prices based on per person
sharing a twin room, single supplement available, optional insurance extra. Holiday organised by Travel Editions
Ltd, 69-85 Tabernacle Street, London EC2A 4BD and is offered subject to availability.

The regions of France by train
Travelling by Eurostar and TGV/CNCF from
Waterloo or Ashford

The superb Eurostar and TGV/SNCF service is not only a great way to travel, but also
one of the most environmentally-friendly modes of transport. This range of tours to 13
distinct regions of France makes full use of the network and offers the chance to
explore a particular region from a central base.  Choose from Provence, Lake Annecy,
Languedoc-Roussillon, Dordogne, Alsace, Auvergne, Brittany, Burgundy, Franche-
Comté, the Lot, Loire, Cézanne's Aix and southern Provence and the Savoie.

Prices for all tours include

• Return Eurostasr and TGV/SNCF from Waterloo or Ashford

• 5 nights b&b at 3/4 star hotel (except Lake Annecy, Dorodogne and Savoie which 

are half board)

• Transfer and full touring itinerary by coach

• Tour manager throughout

We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s 
star letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of 
their choice, so please include a daytime 
telephone number and postal address. 
No individual correspondence can be 
entered into. 
! To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

! I’m taking my daughter, aged 11, 
to New York early next year and 

was planning to go business class. 
I have not decided which airline to 
use,  but a friend mentioned  that 
some  did not like taking children in 
business. Are there any restrictions 
on age? 
Stephanie Jones, St Albans, Herts

 
None of the major transatlantic car-
riers has lower age restrictions in 
their premium cabins.  I took a sam-
ple from a selection of some of the 
many airlines fl ying this route. British 
Airways and Virgin Atlantic off er a 
25 per cent discount for under-12s 
and have fl at beds in Club World and 
Upper Class respectively. For a six-day 
trip in February over a long weekend, 
BA.com quoted £2,061 for an adult, 
£1,585 for children under 12. Virgin 
(www.virginatlantic.com )  was  more 
expensive at £2,146/£1,645. Both  have 
excellent facilities for children  and also 
off er premium economy, which you 
may wish to consider at least one  way 
if you’re taking a day fl ight and will 
have less need for a fl at bed. MaxJet 
(www.maxjet.com ) and Silver Jet 
(www.silverjet.co.uk ), fl ying to New 
York business-class only from Stansted 
and Luton,  were competitively priced 
on the dates we tried at £1,032 and 
£799 per person, but don’t off er child 
discounts.  

! We  plan to visit North Yorkshire 
early next year  for a long week-

end. Our fi rst stop will be Whitby . 
Can you recommend some attractive 
places to stay in the area or  tell us of 
a decent website that can do the job 
for us?
Ian Roebuck, by email

A good fi rst stop is www.yorkshire 
visitor.com , which can help you build 
a weekend exploring the Yorkshire 
coast and the North Yorkshire Moors. 
Whitby’s old town is  historic and 
atmospheric. Stay overnight to get a 
fl avour of the place – the 320 -year-old 
White Horse & Griffi  n  (01947 604857 ; 
www.whitehorseandgriffi  n.co.uk ; 
doubles from £60 ) is in the heart of 
the old  town, complete with open fi res 
and creaky fl oors. If you’d rather stay 
in the North Yorkshire Moors National 
Park, try Low Newbiggin House  (01947 
811811 ; www.lownewbiggin.co.uk ). It’s 
a private estate stuff ed with gorgeous 
scenery and local wildlife, with a vari-
ety of cottages available – Tack Cottage  
starts at £125  for off -peak breaks. 

!  Because of  ill-health, I have had 
to cancel a 10-day holiday  in 

Cuba next month, as I am unable to 
fl y anywhere .  I was wondering if you 
could suggest any suitable alterna-
tives. We are still looking to go away 
for 10 days . We can travel by any 
method, bar plane,  and are keen to go 
somewhere with very good weather, 
lovely beaches, but also interest-
ing cities to explore.  Our budget 
for travel/accommodation is £750-
£1,000 per person.
Conor Svensson, by email

 
 If you’re unable  to fl y in December 
your  quest for serious winter sun 
becomes impossible. If you require 
tropical heat and beaches at this time 

of year you simply have to get on a 
plane or spend all your holiday getting 
somewhere. 

 The best solution is a journey  that 
feels like part of your holiday. Sic-
ily would be a great choice – coastal 
temperatures are still in their 20s, 
though forecast to cool over the next 
few weeks.  There’s plenty of life in 
Taormina  and other Sicilian resorts, 
plus other brilliant cities, ancient sites 
and  some wonderful beaches. Sicily is 
compact enough to explore in a week 
or so. It’s also a pleasant journey via 
Paris, Rome and Italy’s southwestern 
coast, which you should be able to 
arrange for under £200 per person. 
Follow the directions on www.seat61.
com  to get the best fares. Other possi-
ble destinations fi tting your criteria are 
southern Spain, Morocco and Corsica .

 

! My daughter is fl ying from 
Leeds/Bradford to St Paul , 

Minnesota,  in December. She has 
a 12-hour stopover in Amsterdam 
(8pm to 8am). As she is travelling 
alone she is worried about safety and 
possibly falling asleep and missing 
her connection. Could you recom-
mend a club class lounge or airport 
hotel she could book into? 
 Maggie Pearse, by email

 
This is a terrible connection – surely 
there must be a better one available? 
Hotels with direct access to Schiphol  
airport are  expensive and aimed at 
business travellers. There are lounges 
available at the airport for a fee, but 
stays are generally limited to three 
hours – see www.executivelounges.
com  for full details. There is a sleep-
ing area  that is patrolled by security, 
though   reports suggest the bright 
lights and noise of fellow passengers 
mean  you cannot always get much 
sleep . Security staff  wake up sleepers in 
time for the earliest check-in.

The other option is to go into central 
Amsterdam, fi nd a cheap bed and crash 
for a few hours. Though this means a 
4am start, it’s not a bad option. Trains 
leave at least once every half-hour, day 
or night, take  15 minutes and cost  €5.90 
(£4).  And the chance to have a late 
dinner in one of Europe’s fi nest cities is 
better than joining some crusty back-
packers in a no-sleep zone at Schiphol. 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My wife and I would like to go to a Caribbean island  next February , but one 
that is not too commercial. We would like to fi nd accommodation that is 
small (not a large hotel-style beach resort), preferably self-catering .  
Michael Draff an, Carlton, Notts

It doesn’t have to be  all-inclusive in the Caribbean – but you’ll need to pay a bit 
extra and make a little more eff ort. Anguilla is a quiet, if quite expensive, gem. 
 It is free of chain restaurants and casinos and is home to some of the best 
dining in the archipelago.  New, cool and understated Ku is  at Shoal Bay, one of 
the Caribbean’s best beaches, and costs from £1,457 per person per week, based 
on  two adults sharing, excluding meals, (bookable through Caribtours, 020 
7751 0660; www.caribtours.co.uk ) in an ocean/garden view suite. All suites 
have kitchens so self-catering is easy.

 Grenada is another  chilled-out  island. There are secluded beaches on the 
south coast that off er the kind of individual welcome you’re after, a world away 
from the slight disturbance of cruise ships arriving in St George’s. Caribtours 
off ers a one-week stay at Petit Bacaye  from £1,061pp  (based on two adults 
sharing) , excluding meals, for stays  in February.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers your 
questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM Now don’t misunderstand me – we love 

Cyprus, especially the unspoilt Akamas  
peninsula where we bought our apart-
ment 11 years ago. Well,   perhaps not 
entirely unspoilt. There’s that huge hotel 
complex looming over the otherwise 
idyllic coastline, which Greenpeace says 
was built without planning permission. 
But  some of the investors were govern-
ment ministers and they wouldn’t ignore 
planning regulations, would they?

It really was idyllic in those early years, 
when goatherds drove their fl ocks with 
tinkling bells across the road at eight 
each morning. Not any more. They’d 
be fl attened by the raucous convoy of 
cement lorries that trundles daily from 
six o’clock between the  quarry nearby 
and the festering development that 
extends along the coast .

We’ve tried to keep up the standard of 
our little fl at, but  the  block suff ers from 
lack of maintenance. Still, we try to ignore 
the  widening cracks in the walls and stair-
cases . And what if some of the tenants 
(mostly itinerant workers) ‘borrow’ light-
bulbs from communal areas ? You  carry a 
torch . Also  we’re used to the  power cuts  
and those  occasions when the taps refuse 
to deliver any water. 

But we do mind when  we fi nd that in 
our absence someone has been helping 
themselves to our electricity with the 
ingenious use of two simple copper 
leads. And we mind when the TV refuses 
to work because someone has  removed 
our antenna wire. And when  they pinch 
the satellite dish off  the roof . We also 
mind when Rasputin and his pet human 
(two of our fascinating neighbours) 
whistle loudly and exchange unintelligi-
ble drug and drink-induced insults, night 
and day over 48  hours . It wouldn’t be so 
bad, but these guys are supposed to be 
the caretakers, for goodness sake!

Cyprus is changing. The change is 
insidious and occasionally frightening.  It 
may have something to do with the grow-
ing numbers of incomers from eastern 
Europe – mostly cheap, reliable labour but 
with a small core of misfi ts.

 Because of the climate, the walking, 
the beauty and character of the area, so 
far we’ve been happy to make allow-
ances . But for how long?  Perhaps we’re 
getting old. But I’m sorry to say we’ve 
put our  apartment on the market, and I 
think we’ll be looking to rent a cottage in 
Cornwall next year.
Dave Evardson

MY CRAP HOLIDAY
Power cuts reveal 
Cyprus’s darker side

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk
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AZED No. 1,800  ‘Sly Oaf’

Every clue contains an extra letter at some point, which must be  removed
for the clue to work, while still making some sense. The  superfl uous 
letters,  read in clue order, form an appropriate phrase.  This should help 
solvers to  complete the two unclued lights (1  Across and 13) which are to 
be   deduced, in conjunction with the  puzzle’s  title, as a sure sign that the 
theme  has been understood.
ACROSS
 1   See preamble (7)
 6   Religious vestment bass returned, hot inside (5)
11   XI in application of skill, crazy, supporting part of structure (10)
12  Art being messed about with pined to limn (7)
13  See preamble (4)
14  River treed to extend further down (6)
15  What’ll show Zoroastrian? That burgee (6)
18  Yemeni based in tumbledown kasbah losing soul? (5)
20  It’s caught with gold rod, endlessly baiting (7)
22  Ducks appearing in stoup in the mess (7)
23  Grandee corsage features such ornamentation (5)
27  Hoard in rush following love for edible plant (6)
29  With tombs, facts die somehow when one’s gone (6)
30  Athenian lecture site tot found in place of part in Peloponnesian 

 rival (4)
31  Swell deserted his to stand by (7)
32  A poet learnt roughly his product may go to pot (10, 2 words)
33  Fashionable mend, hardly mainstream (5)
34  Wrongly assess equivalent of rota in layout (7)

DOWN
  1   Sort of sporter on course has short bit of silken braid, old (7)
  2   Monkeys in grass – boil comes from it (8)
  3   Characters in PT area adjusting to slog (5)
  4  Turn to steel that is contained in a clapped-out carb (8)
  5   Siward will rarely generate such wild starings (8)
  6   It’s crucial to gent supporting green organization (4)
  7   Introduction showing rungs in piece of verse (5)
  8   Love with endless gusto, no title abandoned, excessively 
  forceful (11)
  9   Market, without fixing price? Hello, extremes of 
  entertainment! (5)
10  Musteline appearing in chant men slurred with beer (11, 2 words)
16  Con on the outside bolted form gin (8)
17  Platform seat within projects for Jews (8)
18  Fancy hairdo piled up involves head of comb and an age with the 

crest (8)
21  Gilda, after 100? Old clot (7)
24  Potato dish having run out, suit dishevelled (5)
25  Stalks to wilt 50% at apex (5)
26  Flower genus from Arabia encircling wild seat (5)
28  It accounts in part for why leg’s woody (4)

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,800, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

A-Z of Crosswords by Jonathan 
Crowther (Azed) is published by 
HarperCollins at £17.99.

Across  7, w hop; 10, comp. anag.; 13, 
chara ng o’; 14, 0 mad + a in Hun; 15, 
as3; 20, anag. in wanker; 28, tende(r) 
in ate; 29, aioli c. all in ma; 32, anag. in 
anag.; 3, ree(d)s.
Down  1, I NB ox; 2, no u men al(l); 3, 
ran in fue(l); 8, ref. card games; 17, 
addi(c)tive; 22, biblical brook; 23, a in 
Cymr(u); 26, hidden.

AZED No. 1,797 Prizewinners

HEART 

1  D. Parfitt (1 St Paul’s Hall, 84 Falkland 
Road, Dorking, Surrey RH4 3AD): The 
location of love within you? (position of 
0 in you, & lit.).
2  A. J. Wardrop (London SW19) : Try a 
drop of Theakstons – it beats Courage! 
(hear + t; 2 defs.).
3  J. R. Tozer (London W13): One of a 
pair Hatter and Hare confuse? (half 
of anag.; & lit.; ref. K & Q of Hearts in 
courtroom scene of’ Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland’).
 

VHC  D. Appleton, D. Arthur, M. Barley, 
C. Boyd, C. A. Clarke, M. Coates, R. 
Dean, N. C. Dexter, Dr I. S. Fletcher, 
M. Goodliffe, J. Grimes, R. Hamlin, R. 
J. Heald, R. J. Hooper, P. McKenna, S. 
J. O’Boyle, F. R. Palmer, R. J. Palmer, L. 
Ward.

AZED 1,797 Solution & notes
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The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.


