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We welcome letters. Email escape@
lonelyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely 
Planet, 72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London 
EC1R 4RW. The writer of the week’s star 
letter wins a Lonely Planet guide of their 
choice, so please include a  telephone 
number and postal address. No individ-
ual correspondence can be entered into. 
� To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

�My husband and I  want to spend 
a month or so travelling in Italy 

this year, to celebrate my 60th birth-
day. We are on a very low income. We 
want to go by train, taking camping 
equipment and wandering at will, 
but are fi nding it hard to avoid the 
conclusion that ethical travel is out of 
our price range.  Can you help?
Rachael Milling, Ambleside 

A trip like this needn’t break the bank. 
 There aren’t hop-on, hop-off  rail tickets 
available, but you can get to northern 
Italy via Paris for around £110 return if 
you book far enough in advance with 
Rail Europe (08708 371371; www.rail 
europe.co.uk ). Once in Italy, the best 
value way to travel is with the ‘Trenita-
lia’ pass , which off ers  three to 10 days’ 
unlimited travel within a two-month 
period for £101-191.  For accommoda-
tion, you will fi nd plenty of like-minded 
individuals  camping – or, if you don’t 
want to take a tent, in hostels. See www.
campeggi.com/en/  for details on camp-
sites, www.ostellionline.org/storia.php  
 has hostel links for Ostelli International 
(the Italian version of the YHA) .  

�I would love to take my two chil-
dren (who will be eight and six) 

to California next October, to visit 
my brother who lives in Los Angeles, 
but also to experience something 
of the natural features in that state 
such as the desert, and a beach where 
we could try bodyboarding.  Can you 
recommend a package or an operator 
who might be able to accommodate 
all our needs, or suggest a simple way 
of connecting all these requisites? 
My eight-year-old would also like to 
do some pony trekking. 
Emma Telford, Hereford

You’ve got fairly specifi c requirements 
so I would suggest a tailor-made 
operator  such as California Vacations 
(01582  469881; www.vacationsgroup.
co.uk ) which can arrange something to 
meet your exact needs. A sample fl y-
drive itinerary includes fi ve nights 
in Los Angeles, three nights in the 
desert resort of Palm Springs, where 
pony trekking is easy to arrange, and 
three nights each in San Diego and 
Santa Barbara – both good beaches 
 where you can try bodyboarding 
– in three-star or higher hotels. Rates 
including direct fl ights start at £1,545 
per adult, with child prices roughly 

LETTER OF THE WEEK
 I and three friends  would like to travel to Venezuela at the start of July to 
watch the Copa America  football tournament. We  want to stay for around 
two weeks and would like to travel around the country and do some explor-
ing  between the games . Ideally we would like to travel independently –  can 
you recommend any websites with useful information ?
Matt Forshaw, by email

British Airways has stopped fl ying  to Venezuela, but try Air France, Iberia or 
Lufthansa for one-stop itineraries, or call a specialist agent  such as Trailfi nders 
(08450 585858; www.trailfi nders.com) or South American Experience (0870 499 
0683 ; www.southamericanexperience.co.uk ). Round-trip fl ights    for £450 should 
be  easy to fi nd. Largely  because of cost, there isn’t the same  tradition as there is 
in Europe for large numbers of supporters to travel from other countries to fol-
low the Copa America. This means that independent travel, arranging transport 
and accommodation as you go, shouldn’t be a problem. The exception  will be 
matches involving the host country, when you should book ahead. Venezuela is 
easy to navigate by bus, these are comfortable and air-conditioned. Bus-cama , the 
business class of the bus world,  is a great option . There’s  useful information on 
www.think-venezuela.net  and www.venezuelatuya.com  .  Make  an eff ort to get to 
the games in Merida – a beautiful university town in the shadow of the country’s 
tallest mountain that  should make a great place for  post-match celebrations.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM
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half. None of this involves a drive of 
more than a few hours. Another good 
operator to try is 1st Class Holidays 
(0161 877 0433;  www.1stclassholidays.
com). 

AZED No. 1,806 Plain COMPETITION PUZZLE

ACROSS

  1   Dope runs away from elements in rhythmic pop style (7)
  7   Black lead, small compact lump with added tritium (4)
11   He was driven from home, in reverse of ease and comfort 
  abroad (4)
12  Cruelly toss penny in celebrated cut (8)
13  Bituminous mineral, unusually olid, used in mixing dyes (8)
14  Feature of US south-west found in James Agate (4)
17  Artist confined to asylum (crudely), upper storey (5)
18  Insects to catch in climate study are returning (9)
19  It is minced in meat for saucissons, suggesting a corollary? (8)
23  Bird: it appears in a McCartney offshoot, possibly (8)
27  Little fish of the sea, not the first man netted (9)
29  Truck: it’s in collision with car (5)
30  Speculation? Like results from Italian money when this (4)
31  Idol besotted with love – the lady’s rings: precious stone (8)
32  Place for flats perhaps that’s been renovated in southern 
  island (8, 2 words)
33  M for mooch? (4)
34  Ally accepting end of breach as détente? (4)
35  Cousins crawling in lice (7)

DOWN

  1   Not bright in divinity? It empowers one not really qualified to 
judge (7)

  2   Kit amount rising for effeminate dandy (fragrant) (7)
  3   Spare tyre may come out after this! (7)
  4  ‘Dramatic, lyrical’: points in review? (6)
  5   Lecturer in demand for hall overseas (5)
*6  Intoxicating (9)
  8   Forward, explosive one caught by flier, say (5)
  9   Trifling drink that is filling hollow (9)
10  Slap a bit of water in basin (5)
15  Tripe that’s rotten, with abundant bacterium (9)
16  UC herd perplexed about OU course – JK’s sitting pretty! (9)
20  Model underwear? Such may get audience tittering (7)
21  From Austria, dictator is describing Reichs culminating in his 

own? (7)
22  Cheeses? Old queen’s tucking into one of them endlessly (7)
24  What wee maid may be on, adjusting angle below rear end of 
  Simmenthal? (6)
25  Limestone terrain causing last pair of mini vehicles to flip (5)
26 Territorials once on moving water may be this (in both senses) (5, 

2 words)
28  One to enthuse about wild rock and love mountain climbing (5)

RULES AND REQUESTS
Send solution and clue to replace defini-

tion asterisked (on separate sheet also 

bearing name and address, securely 

attached) to Azed No. 1,806, PO Box 518, 

Oxford, OX2 6WX. Entries should be 

postmarked no later than Saturday. Please 

add a brief explanation of your clue (one 

entry only). £35, £30, £25 prizes and Azed 

bookplates for the three clues judged 

best. The Azed Slip, containing details of 

successful competition entries and Azed’s 

comments, is available on subscription at 

£13 a year for 13 issues (£16 for overseas 

subscribers). Cheques payable to the 

Azed Slip, should be sent to The Azed Slip, 

Coombe Farm, Awbridge, Romsey SO51 

0HN. To receive a sample slip, please send 

an sae to this address.

Across  1, choco(late); 12, ref. Stephen 
Potter; 13, g in mono; 14, 2 meanings, & 
lit.; 16, ref. Marcus Tres(cothick), troubled 
England batsman; 18, nie in boos; 21, sip 
(rev.) in rapt; 28, ‘tawse’; 29, sp. indri ft; 30, 
E + anag. all in power.
Down  1, t in anag. (apologies for faulty 
anagram); 2, ox in pi in anag.; 4, CO + 
anag.; 6, hidden; 7, r in grot; 10, p in anag.; 
17, if (rev.) + elder; ref. cricket; 19, Indra + 
w(he)n; 22, h (= heroin) in sires; 23, toot + 
(l)oo; 25, a x I on; 26, cf. whelk.

A-Z of Crosswords by Jonathan 
Crowther (Azed) is published by 
HarperCollins at £17.99

AZED No. 1,803 Prizewinners
1 Mr S.J. Beal, London SE19
2 T.J. Cowin, Workington, Cumbria
3 Philip Marlow, London SW17
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The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.


