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7 days from £549pp
Departures on selected dates April - October 2007 from London Heathrow,
London Gatwick, Manchester, Newcastle, Bristol, Birmingham, East Midlands and
Leeds/Bradford

Home to the most extensive ancient civilisation, the Renaissance, the Roman Catholic Church
and the Vatican. Blend these with the striking natural beauty of the Tuscan countryside, the
effervescence inside every Italian and you have an unbeatable destination for a tour. Florence,
Siena, Assisi and Rome - the names simply say it all.

Call 0870 836 0841 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers 
Email: guardian@rivieratravel.co.uk
Calls provided by BT will be charged at up to 8 pence per minute at all times. A call set-up fee of 3 pence
per call applies to calls from residential lines. Mobile and other providers’ costs may vary. Prices based on
per person sharing a twin room, single supplements available, optional insurance extra. Holiday
organised by Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton upon Trent, Staffs DE14 1SP and
is offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 protected.

Fully escorted price includes
• Return flights to Rome from a choice of 8 UK airports

• Bed and breakfast at excellent quality 4-star hotels

• Guided walking tours of Siena, one of Europe’s most finely preserved medieval cities, 

and Florence, heart of the Renaissance

• Visit to Assisi - birthplace of St. Francis

• Guided tour of Rome

• Opportunity to visit the Uffizi gallery

• Services of an experienced tour manager

Classical Italy
Florence, Siena, Assisi, Rome

We welcome letters. Email escape@lone-
lyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely Planet, 
72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 
4RW. The writer of the week’s star letter 
wins a Lonely Planet guide of their choice, 
so please include a daytime telephone 
number and postal address. No individual 
correspondence can be entered into. 
� To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

� I’ll be attending a conference 
in Hawaii in June, after which 

I’m planning on travelling in the 
South Pacifi c (specifi cally Tonga and 
Samoa).  I’ve been unable to fi nd any 
fl ights at all between Honolulu and 
Tonga/Samoa. Can you let me know 
if this is  possible without backtrack-
ing to Los Angeles or   side trips via 
Auckland or Sydney?
Jeremy Millett, by email

 
Getting to anywhere in the South 
Pacifi c apart from Fiji or Rarotonga is   
complicated  – and most routes are only 
serviced by one carrier. This makes it 
one of the most expensive parts of the 
world to visit from the UK.

Hawaiian Airlines (www.hawaiia-
nair.com )  fl ies three times a week to 
Pago Pago  in American Samoa . From 
there   Polynesian Airlines (www.poly-
nesianairlines.com ) has a network of 
fl ights to Western Samoa and Tonga. 

If you book these fl ights from the UK 
you can only buy full fares  rather than 
discounted tickets, which means you’re 
looking at £802 including taxes for   a 
ticket starting in  Hawaii, then going to 
Pago Pago, Apia (Samoa), Tonga, then 
back to Pago Pago and Hawaii. Better 
prices may be available when you’re 
out there, but   but don’t  count on it . 
Trailfi nders (0845 058 5858; www.
trailfi nders.com ) can book these tickets 
and also  off er returns to  Honolulu for 
£883 via Seoul with Korean Airlines.

 

� Seven friends and I (we’re all 
aged 17  or 18 ) are going to Rome 

for  four days at the end of June to 
celebrate the end of our A-levels. 
Given that we’re on a budget but 
want to fi t in as much  as possible 
what would you  say are the must-

sees ? Most of us are not big on 
museums and we’d rather not pay 
too many entrance fees.
Zoe Underwood, London

 
I’m very envious – what a thing it 
would be to discover Rome for the fi rst 
time again.  Rome is chaotic and diff er-
ent enough to help you forget the pres-
sures of exams . Just getting a glimpse 
of  the classic sights will take up a 
couple of days. Expect to spend most of 
one at the Colosseum and Forum, and 
at least half a day at the Vatican. Arrive 
either very early or last thing for the 
Vatican  museums (including the Sis-

tine Chapel)  or you will be battling big 
crowds. Rome’s medieval core is just as 
unmissable as her ancient attractions. 
Exploring the quiet alleys around the 
Campo  dei Fiori and Piazza Navona, 
stopping for a coff ee or diving into   his-
toric churches , is a great way to relax. 
Just over the  Tiber, Trastevere  is a 
good place for a bar crawl with Romans 
rather than tourists for company. Other 
good nightspots include the student 
district of San Lorenzo  .  

Even though you’re on a budget 
some window shopping on Via Nazi-
onale  for high-class brands and Via 
del Governo Vecchio  for  new  design-

ers can make a welcome change from 
sightseeing. One of the best ways to 
keep costs down is to self-cater and 
picnic – Rome has plenty of street 
 markets  and great parks  – try the Pin-
cio  for superb views.

 

�   My wife has osteoporosis and 
osteoarthritis while I have 

severe  breathing problems  but we 
are both mobile and not wheelchair 
users . However manhandling our 
 baggage is a problem. We   dislike air-
ports and have not  had good experi-
ences from rail and coach companies . 
Can you advise us if there is a  fi rm 
out there which will take away our 
concerns about baggage handling?
David Peaple, Swindon

 
There are a few companies which will 
pick up your luggage from your home 
and deliver it to your destination. This 
means you can travel only with hand 
luggage. First Luggage (0845 270 0670; 
www.fi rstluggage.com ) quoted me 
£138 to deliver a suitcase from Swin-
don to Barcelona and back again, pick-
ing up seven days before you need to 
travel.   If you    have to take medication 
in hand luggage make sure you follow 
the regulations for cabin baggage – see 
BAA (www.baa.com) . If you’d like to 
arrange transportation to and from 
your destination in advance, a new 
operation off ering reliable, pre-book-
able transfers to resorts and cities in 
dozens of destinations is Resorthoppa 
(www.resorthoppa.com).

READER FEEDBACK
I n response to the letter regarding the 
reverse Route 66 drive across the States 
in  Escape (18 March), I have an alterna-
tive suggestion that may be a really 
cheap option – Driveaway Cars (look 
up in any Yellow Pages in the US). This 
is essentially the delivery of private cars 
across long distances to save the owners 
the job of driving their own car to their 
new home. I   managed to get  to  lots of 
places and all for the cost of petrol. The 
downside  is that you have fairly limited 
miles so you can’t go tearing around 
off -route . My route was Philadelphia 
to Denver via Chicago; Denver to Sac-
ramento via Death Valley; then   to NYC 
via the northern states and Boston. A 
fabulous trip. Highly recommended!
Helen Drummond

LETTER OF THE WEEK
I’m due to go skiing in Val d’Isere next week, and am delighted to see there 
seems to be lots of powder around – we should get lots of good off -piste.  
However, although we are always very careful when venturing away from 
marked runs,  accidents do happen, and I’m never quite sure if my travel 
insurance will cover me if I need to be rescued. Can you advise?
Geoff rey Murdoch, London

This is a real minefi eld – the industry  privately  admits that it’s very much a 
‘grey area’.  Obviously the fi rst step is to check your insurance policy. About 20 
per cent of policies   exclude all off -piste skiing, while 70 per cent off er cover 
only when accompanied at all times by a qualifi ed guide. This probably means 
that the majority of British off -piste skiers – who typically enjoy playing in the 
soft stuff  within sight of the pistes, but without a guide – are not covered. 

Even   the best policies, the 10 per cent  with cover for unaccompanied off -piste 
skiing,  have problems. Direct Travel Insurance, for example,   covers lone off -piste 
skiing, but the small print says the policy excludes ‘skiing against local author-
ity warning or advice’. This is so vague –  is it suggesting you go to the town hall 
 daily  for advice? We called the  fi rm for clarifi cation and it said this meant skiing 
when the avalanche risk is at level 4 or 5 (on the 1-5 European system), indicated 
by chequered yellow and black fl ags. Sensible enough, but it shows that reading 
your policy isn’t enough, you often have to  force your insurer to spell it out.

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 

your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM It was 11 September, 2001. As the Twin 

Towers were collapsing, I was heading off  
on my  fi rst package holiday. What had 
started as a romantic plan to backpack 
along the coast of Turkey had  turned into 
a last-minute deal when it emerged that 
my then boyfriend  – let’s call him Lucifer  
– had drunk all our fi nances and this was 
all  we could aff ord. 

Nothing  could have prepared me 
for the sight of Marmaris as our coach 
pulled into the resort. Turkey had been 
engulfed by a sea of neon and Union 
Jacks. Our hotel looked like a multi-sto-
rey car park. Outside, a sign advertised 
daily bingo sessions. Inside, swarms of 
over-baked Brits were getting leathered 
at the bar. We went straight to our room. 
Lucifer  passed out, largely aided by the 
18 brandies he’d consumed on the fl ight. 
I lay awake and listened to the sound of 
tourists vomiting outside the window. 

Next morning , booze-head refused 
to move, so I went in search of the swim-
ming pool. Instead I found a paddling 
pool – situated in the middle of a rounda-
bout. Drugged by  car fumes, I fell asleep 
until Lucifer eventually appeared, just in 
time for dinner. Supper was abandoned 
 when he discovered a bar with brandy 
and Coke on special off er. He drank eight 
in a row. I drank two and, after an entire 
day in the sun, was violently ill. 

Days two to nine followed a similar 
pattern. I went to check out the beach, 
but  a  sign warned about raw sewage. A 
trip to the market  didn’t mean a souk of 
treasures – more fi ve Burberry caps for a 
tenner . The only blessing was stumbling 
on the old town, a haven of tiny cobbled 
streets that housed a beautiful rooftop 
restaurant. Despite Lucifer’s endless 
complaining, I nightly made him take 
the three-mile walk to eat there. If you 
timed it right, you would arrive as the 
call for prayers began and, momentarily, 
Marmaris would disappear.  

But the ‘highlight’ undoubtedly 
came on day 10, when it emerged that 
the traveller’s cheques Lucifer kept 
promising to cash didn’t actually exist. 
Rather than owning up to this, he  faked 
a mugging, claiming his wallet had been 
stolen. When I found it in his suitcase, 
I realised that perhaps he was not the 
man for me. From then on, we barely 
exchanged two words. Lucifer was 
inconsolable. He had to spend the rest 
of his holiday sober. 
Nicole Jackson

MY CRAP HOLIDAY

My unforgettable 
9/11 date with Lucifer

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk
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ACROSS

 1   Cape best thrown round thin athlete’s heat preserver 
 (12, 2 words)

 9   Nothing exciting recalled? It can pull setter up short (4)
10  It’s lacking in improvement for teacher familiarly (4)
12   Curse confined to boathouse (4)
13  Brewed ales I curb, restricting barrel that doesn’t match 

 a particular barrel (10)
14  Little weight resulting from growth hormone, long time 

 injected (5)
16  A quince tree beside English poplar (5)
17  Hour doing nothing in cache of Scotch (7)
20  Like many gardens in Britain, with bustling action (7)
22  Britisher abroad in big jumper, tie-dyed fabric (7)
27  Take place 12, not nothing but I dress gaudily (7)
29  Riding bandwagon ran into ducks (5)
30  Turn out possibly on time (5)
31  Joker headed old tax-collector with a hanging clock (10)
32  Feature of pet-day, one small antelope (4)
33  Life story, pretentious, with nothing in it (4)
34  Scratch groove (4)
35  Fragrant essence, half of it dispersed with t’ dew (12)

DOWN

  1   Lycopod rampant on most grass, small height concealed 
  therein (12, 2 words)
  2   Attitude I adopt as one ruling the waves (8)
  3   E.g. burgee containing black and the merest hint of taupe 

pigment (6)
  4  Pressed meat wife coated in cereal? (5)
  5   Facilities: party with free refreshments included squid (6)
  6   Number, through swallowing bee, smart (5)
  7   Neck strainer? ——’s cert, bizarrely (7)
  8   Like compound arches, touching within the two bits? (12)
11   No life-renter, very much retaining independence in short (4)
15  Yokel, stupid (deficient on top) (4)
18  Fast current to traverse catching fish (8, 2 words)
19  E.g. alpine, name not disseminated (7)
21  Daughter entering into bond in ancient festival (4)
23  Rampart remains after a blow (6)
24  One of the fabulous creatures to marry sailors (6)
25  What’ll make Scots merry? Rib’s fourth going to head (5)
26  Cook a bit of beef tongue (4)
28  Some stockings’ll accommodate this equivalent of the 

skene-dhu (5)

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,817, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

Across  10, ref. Milton’s blindness; 14, 
ref. Marie Rose sauce; 16, ang. & lit.; ref. 
Churchill; 1st prize-winning clue by G. Perry 
in AZ competition No. 618; 21, ewe in pee; 
26, Ar + a in nuts; 28, infra(grant); 29, ob. 
jet dart.
Down  1, L + anag. in gip (college servant); 
2, m + anag.; 4, last letters; 6, p lect(u)re; 8, 
anag. & lit.; 9, redia(l); 15, ac(tin)g in muffin; 
20, Rosa K(leb) + er.; ref. J. Bond stories; 22, 
ER + gate(au); ref. M. Antoinette: ‘Let them 
eat cake’; 24, comp. anag.; 25, rep in CE; 30, 
Ger. = red.

AZED No. 1,814 Prizewinners
 

HIPSTER
 

1  R. J. Heald (120 Roker Lane, Pudsey, West 
Yorkshire LS28 9ND): Chap, beatnik sort, mix-
ing with odd characters having dropped out? 
(anag. of alternate letters, & lit.).
2  N. G. Shippobotham (Powys, Vale of Glam-
organ) : Trimmed pet’s hair, wanting a cool cat 
(anag. less a).
3  J. C. Leyland (Huddersfield): Cat for the 
‘snip’ will knock up no —— female! (comp. 
anag. incl. f).
 

VHC  D. & N. Aspland, M. Barley, M. Cooper, 
E. Cross, N. C. Dexter, V. Dixon, A. G. Fleming, 
Dr I. S. Fletcher, R. Hesketh, R. J. Hooper, B. 
MacReamoinn, D. F. Manley, P. W. Marlow, R. 
S. Morse, W. Murphy, J. Pearce, Ms S. Wallace, 
L. Ward, R. J. Whale, D. C. Williamson, Dr E. 
Young.

AZED 1,814 Solution & notes

Name
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 Postcode
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The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.


