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Escape in
style
Enjoy a FREE Eurostar
Upgrade plus one FREE night

3 nights from only £150pp

Price includes:
•Hotel accommodation and breakfast
•FREE return upgrade to Leisure Select

Call 0870 836 0819 
For a selection of Reader Offer holidays visit: guardian.co.uk/travel/readeroffers  
Calls provided by BT will be charged at up to 8 pence per minute at all times. A call set-up fee of 3 pence per call applies to calls
from residential lines. Mobile and other providers’ costs may vary. Prices are in £’s per person based on 2 adults sharing a
twin/double ensuite room on a bed and breakfast basis. Includes midweek return Eurostar travel in Leisure Select class from
Waterloo or Ashford, on selected trains.  Local connection from Brussels to Bruges, Antwerp and Ghent is included in a First class
carriage. Excludes 24 – 27 August. Supplements apply for alternative classes, fare types, peak times, selected days and for
combined midweek and weekend travel. Hotels and trains are subject to availability and are on first-come, first-served basis. Hotel
supplements and free nights may apply for specific dates and days. Credit card payments incur a 2.5% surcharge This offer is
operated by Leisure Direction Ltd, Image House, Station Road, London N17 9LR, ABTA V473X

Prices are per person, based on travel completed between 01 June & 31 August 2007.  Book by
30 June 2007. Prices and accommodation rates from:

2 nights 3rd night

Lille 3* Novotel 150 FREE
3* Arts Deco 168 FREE

Paris 3* Rueil 173 FREE
3* du Theatre 179 FREE
3* Tour d’Auvergne 189 FREE

Brussels 4* Leopold + 169 FREE
4* Jolly 193 FREE
5* Hilton 249 FREE

Bruges 3* Olympia 163 FREE
4* Scandic 239 FREE
4* de Tuilerieen 283 FREE

Ghent 3* Ibis 179 FREE
4* Ghent River 185 FREE

Antwerp 4* Scandic 229 FREE
4* Residence # 259 FREE

+ 3rd night breakfast payable locally # based on weekend arrivals

•FREE third night

We welcome letters. Email escape@lone-
lyplanet.co.uk or write to Lonely Planet, 
72-82 Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 
4RW. The writer of the week’s star letter 
wins a Lonely Planet guide of their choice, 
so please include a daytime telephone 
number and postal address. No individual 
correspondence can be entered into. 
! To order discount Lonely Planet 
books, call 0870 066 7989.

YOUR LETTERS

!My three friends and I (all over 
50 and ex -headteachers) go 

away for a week every 18 months 
without our wives. In October we 
are spending two nights  on the Asian 
side of Istanbul, travelling overnight 
by sleeper to Ankara and staying one 
night there.  Can you suggest some 
things for me and  my sceptical col-
leagues to do  on the Asian side? They 
are not very cultured!
Eric Smith, St Helens, Merseyside

 
This is an unusual way to explore 
Istanbul – the main sights like Aya 
Sofi a and Topkapi Palace are on the 
European side. Across the Golden 
Horn (but still in Europe) are Beyoglu 
and Taksim, much heralded of late as 
the centre of an emerging exciting, 
modern city. Added to this, the Asian 
side is only a few minutes away by ferry 
so most visitors criss-cross between 
the two. Uskudar  and Kadikoy , the 
principal areas of Asian Istanbul,  see 
far fewer tourists, which is  the main 
reason to  go there. Life here continues 
much as it has for decades. 

Kadikoy’s most notable sight is Hay-
darpasa railway station,  which has a 
neoclassical interior . Uskudar has sev-
eral notable mosques, the Kiz Kulesi 
tower, which features in the James 
Bond fi lm  The World is Not Enough, 
and the excellent Florence Nightin-
gale Museum, which you can arrange 
an appointment to visit when you 
arrive. You can also use the Asian side 
as a base for exploring the Bosphorus 
suburbs.  For lots more ideas visit www.
istanbul.com. 

 

!I’m planning to  visit Ghana  at 
the start of   July and would like 

to go from there to Cape Verde  at the 

end of the month. I don’t think I’m 
brave enough to go all the way via 
public transport as I will be travel-
ling on my own, so I was wondering 
whether you  have any ideas on how I 
can get from Accra to Cape Verde.  
Rikke Bruntse-Dahl, London

 
Ghana off ers a manageable introduc-
tion to the colour and noise of West 
Africa, but it is not well connected to 
Cape Verde. For that, you’ll have to 
get to Dakar, in Senegal, from where 
the Cape Verde islands are served by 

regular fl ights with TACV (www.tacv.
cv) and Air Senegal (www.air-senegal-
international.com). 

You can get to Dakar by air from 
Ghana, though most travellers with a 
month will head overland into Burkina 
Faso and then on to Mali, from where 
one of Africa’s great travel experi-
ences runs – the train from Bamako 
to Dakar. For more on train schedules 
go to www.seat61.com/senegal.htm. 
If you think you’d like some company 
and support, Dragoman (01728 861133; 
www.dragoman.com)  off ers fi ve-week 

truck expeditions from Dakar to Accra , 
but  its next trip with availability is not 
until February 2008.  It also  has several 
other intrepid routes in the region.

!There are places I would like to 
see in America, but I have been 

told that immigration offi  cers are 
renowned for their arrogance and 
unpleasantness. More worryingly, it 
has been suggested that they some-
how extract  your DNA and your 
credit card details and share them 
with anyone they like . Is this true?
Harry Larcombe, Whitby, North Yorks

 
There’s no truth  in stories about DNA 
and credit card details. I contacted 
US-Visit, the branch of US Homeland 
Security overseeing immigration 
procedures. Anne Hinken,  its  director 
of  communications, said: ‘The United 
States does not “extract DNA” nor does 
it provide your credit card information 
to anyone. In fact, we are committed 
to protecting the privacy of all of our 
visitors.’

In defence of the entry process, 
 she says: ‘The immigration inspec-
tion process includes the collection of 
digital fi ngerprints (biometrics) and a 
photograph to verify that you are who 
you say you are, and not someone who 
has stolen your passport. ’

 New security procedures will be 
introduced from  this autumn.  There 
will be   fi ngerprint-scanning devices 
at many major US airports, as well as a 
redress programme for travellers who 
feel they’re incorrectly delayed, denied 
boarding, identifi ed for additional 
screening or have otherwise experi-
enced diffi  culties. Details  are available 
at www.dhs.gov/trip. 

You’re right about one thing: US 
immigration does have a  reputation 
for frosty customer service. A recent 
Discover America survey of travellers 
found that more than half of those 
polled felt  immigration staff   were rude. 
US-Visit says  it is aware of this issue 
and  is working on it.  That I keep get-
ting letters like this suggests  it still ha s 
some way to go. 

Once you’re through immigration 
there is, of course, much to recom-
mend: the same survey noted that 
72  per cent of visitors had a ‘great time’ 
 in the US. If you can get through the 
fi rst hour, you’re likely to love it.

LETTER OF THE WEEK
My girlfriend and I are visiting northern Italy for two weeks in September, 
going for the fi rst time  to Venice. We are looking for cheapish accommo-
dation (for we are students of humble means)  in, or near, Venice,  but also 
in  towns such as Verona and Bologna. Any suggestions for comfortable, 
good-value lodgings? Are there other towns you would recommend?
Chris Unwin, Manchester

 
Staying in Venice is a case of gritting your teeth or getting out – it’s expensive. 
 Many people stay in Mestre, a short bus or train ride  away, but it’s worth pay-
ing to stay in Venice . At night the city  loses the crowds, and strolling the alley-
ways  is magical .  Locanda Ca’Foscari (00 39 41 710 401; www.locandacafoscari.
com) is a simple, family-run pensione in the Dorsoduoro. Doubles in September 
start at £66.80. One of Venice’s best bargains is Foresteria Valdese (0039 41 528 
6797; www.diaconiavaldese.org/venezia/foresteria), a rambling hostel in the 
Castello district. It has private rooms from £42 – book well ahead. 

If you’re fl ying with Ryanair, whose ‘Venice’ fl ights  go to Treviso , don’t 
ignore  the town  – it has a charming, historic  centre, great restaurants  and, 
while  Venetians are understandably a little jaded by the number of tourists 
they see, here the people are delightfully friendly. In Verona,  try using the free 
hotel booking service :  Cooperativa Albergatori Veronesi (00 39 045 800 98 44; 
www.cav.vr.it) . Bologna is a big trade fair destination, so you’ll often fi nd good 
weekend deals.    I’d also recommend  Padua and Vicenza and, if time allows, 
stretching your legs in the Dolomites, using   lovely  Belluno as a base. 

Tom Hall of Lonely Planet answers 
your questions about worldwide travel

ASK
TOM  Pontardawe Folk Festival 1989. Not a 

well-known summer destination,  but for 
me, a 19-year-old student,  an excellent 
alternative to  two weeks with my parents 
in a caravan in Devon. With hindsight, the 
latter option should have been relished.

I piled into a banana yellow 2CV with 
two boyfriends,  purely platonic, honestly 
mum. Finbar and Seamus (names 
changed ) were going through a pseudo-
hippy phase and had sold this event to 
me as the next best thing to Glastonbury 
– and we could aff ord it.

We arrived after three hours of coun-
try lanes   in a dark,  rainy fi eld  near a South 
Wales leisure centre.  I noted the  over-
representation of beards and legs with 
bells on them. The tent was  pitched and 
we went off  in search of entertainment.

Fuelled by large quantities of  real 
 ale, we happened upon a  ceilidh in the 
atmospherically decked–out badminton 
court. At least it was dry in there.

By this time, Seamus had drunkenly 
cleared off  to fi nd his girlfriend –   which 
had the eff ect of  confi rming her doubts 
over whether  to turn lesbian. She did,  rap-
idly. Finbar, I realised with panic, seemed 
to have decided that what I needed was 
a fi ve-foot-three, prematurely balding, 
aspiring morris dancer as my new love 
interest. As midnight loomed, the lights 
went up  just as Finbar was being lavishly 
sick all over the tramlines. I then realised 

that the  Pontardawe Folk festival was 
very much a family event, as mums, tots 
and grandparents stared in disgust.

The next morning  Finbar disappeared, 
having spent all night with his head in 
the rain as his torso was the only part of 
him we would permit inside the tent. He 
fi nally  reappeared six hours later and 
we drove back home in silence. The next 
year I raised my sights. Glastonbury, 
minus Finbar, was  worth the extra invest-
ment, even when we had to pitch the tent 
on top of a cowpat as there was no room 
anywhere else. Bliss.

Clare Eggington 

MY CRAP HOLIDAY
Not so much hip – 
more bearded hippy 

Have you had a crap holiday? If so, 
write in and tell us about it. The writers 
of stories we publish will receive a copy 
of the Idler Book of Crap Holidays. 
Email crap.holidays@observer.co.uk
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The lights went up 
and mums stared 
in disgust as he 
was lavishly sick 

AZED No. 1,824 Plain

ACROSS
 1   Aggressive insect, big ’un crawling on tail of a pair of 

 donkeys (11, 2 words)
10  Wild Canadian fruit parrot very quietly hides in bundle of 

 goods   (9)
11   Blinker on head of kouprey that is stripy-faced cow (6)
13  Made to get up and wash briefly, middle left to last (5)
14  Bauble for Walter, gross in stomach (7)
15  Doll showing cleavage to ogle endlessly (5)
16  Grey mum is kept inside alas (4)
17  French river rodent (4)
21  Rock boundary fortification, sound (9)
22  Ornamental borders: art fringing lake (9)
25  Pop group in Arab dress (4)
26  Grass on end of pitch enveloped in soaking (4)
29  Strip, i.e. reverse of clothe, involving touch of eroticism (5)
30  Spoil fringe of llano? It might (7)
31  Ape, reddish-yellow except for tail (5)
32  Bishop, one wearing double Irish wool (6)
33  Small shot to lag in distance (9)
34  Ace gent somehow eclipsing the others, where the spotlight 

 falls? (11, 2 words)

DOWN
  1   Form of yoga that gets dust on bikini (8)
  2   Part of US store partnership brands (5)
  3   Field that’s awash when worked (5)
  4  What you can assemble from Ikea is miniature art form (6)
  5   Bit of publicity put up in UK he’s recast as architectural 
  decoration (10)
  6   Drug cops turning up very good cocaine, smuggled (6)
  7   Spout ramblingly, rising to perform once on one’s feet (7)
  8   Jock’s squinting, his eyes following lecturer in old company (7)
  9   Card’s discarded king – revoke possibly (4)
12  I am short but with muscle – sheathed bundle, flawless (10)
18  Part of recorded message perhaps: ‘Press one to be transferred’? (8)
19  Emptied bottle in cru is drunk ‘corky’ (7)
20  To be poised, class carries book on head (7)
23  Stake made by one following gee-gee in group exercising 
  together (6)
24  Pound retained by hardline Palestinians for their porters? (6)
27  Wimp put on sodium application for the hair (5)
28  On rig at sea maybe identifies seal (5)
29  White elephant? A favour often follows it, ironically! (4)

PRIZE RULES
£25 in book tokens for the
first three correct solutions
opened. Solutions postmarked
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.1,824, The Observer,
3-7 Herbal Hill, London EC1R 5EJ 

Across  1, he in war; dove (It.) = where; 
11, L in anag.; 13, PE brine; 14, be(TT)er; 
15, grate(fully); 18, Re (qv) + l in spend; 
24, f + anag., & lit.; 27, tilt(h); 31, on 
in in taco; 32, s in contra + ins; 34, 4 
meanings.
Down  1, hip gr. all in wafting; 3, arbas 
in eh?; 4, r in tela (rev.); 7,  johnny = 
condom; 8, c + rabbit; 10, utis in anag.; 
26, RN in (d)ual; 28, Enna (rev.); ref. A. 
Frank, diarist; 30, sunn(y).

AZED No. 1,821 Prizewinners
1 Hilary Casey, Ashby-de-la-Zouch,        
   Leics
2 Anne Stevenson, Thurso, Caithness
3 Robert Whale, Twyford, Berks

AZED 1,821 Solution & notes

Name

Address

Postcode
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The Chambers Dictionary (2003) is recommended.


