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Clues are of six types: INormal cryptic (N). 2 Definition and letter mixture (DLM).Each
clue contains both a definition (one or more words) and amixture of theletters (begin-
ning with the beginning or ending with the end of a wordin the clue) of the required
solution. Either definition or letter-mixture, which do not overlap, may comefirst.3
Misprints (M). Half the clues containamisprint of oneletter only in each, occurring
alwaysinthe definition part of the clue: their answers are to appear inthe diagram
correctly spelt. The other half are correctly printed but their answers are to appearin
the diagram withamisprint of oneletter only in each (never unchecked). Subsidiary
indicationsinthelatter lead to the misprinted answers as they appearin the diagram. 4
Playfair (PL).Ina Playfair word square the code phrase (of three words in this puzzle),in
whichnoletter recurs, is followed by the remaining letters of the alphabet

O R ANG Idoingdoubleduty forlandJ (seeleft). To encode aword

E S T I C itmustfirstbesplitinto pairs of letters, e.g. CRITIC AL.Eachpairis

K B D F H thenseenasforming the diagonally opposite corners of arectangle

L M P Q U withinthe word square, the other corner letters being the encoded form.
VW XY Z Thus,inthe example shown, CR gives SG (not GS, whichRC would give).
Where apair of letters occursin the samerow or column of the word square, its
encoded formis produced fromthe lettersimmediately to theright of or below each
respectively. For thelast lettersinarow or columnthefirst lettersinthe samerow or
columnbecomethe encodedforms. ThusICis encodedas CE. Whenallthe pairsare
encoded, the wordis joined up again: thus CRITICAL is encoded as SGCICEOP. 5Right
andLeft (RL).Each clueisreally two clues, side by side but not overlapping, leading to
two answers asnumbered. Either may comefirst; the solver must discover which goes
where. The divisionis not necessarily marked by punctuation.6 Wrong Number (WN).
Each clueincludes a one-word definition of the answer required at the number whereit
standsbut belongs asawhole toaword of the samelength elsewhere.

ThePlayfair code phrase must be deducedin order to complete the puzzle. It may be
seenasarough definition of the puzzle'stitle, whichis encodedlike the other PL entries
andin which, asinthe code phrase, noletter recurs. Competitors should submit with
their solutions anormal cryptic clue to the bonafide compound formed from thettitle’s
first and third words (4, 6).

ACROSS

PL1 For parents and children, mostly boring in dress (6)
PL6 Spedial corroding process for giue-maker's leather (6)
M10 Hoer worked with difficulty holding in poppy extract (9)
DLM1  Barerigid strengthenerin concrete (5
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WN12  Namelessmanofthe cloth put onapedestal (7)

N13 Boggle, say, with females mostly appearingin drag, queer?
The opposite (8)

M15 Saint — one such offering alamb (5)

RL17,18 ‘Thedeil' scribbled onhire vehiclein secondlines showing
signs of earlier body damage (6, 6)

RL20,22 Revolutionaryin German party once disseminated UK title,
last secreted somehow inpalm (6,6)

WN26  Onemay havelinks with Mafialnc. as wanting change (5)

M27 Cordialtoper, drunk, admitting wrongdoing (8)

WN28  Fabrication of old weaver, worthlessin prohibition (7)

DLM29 Partof countryman’s stubble?It's growing (5)

N30 Buddhist scripture: you'llfindit also known as ‘following a
single journey’ (9)

PL31 Curse wildly, clenching tense muscle (6)

PL32 Oriental coin at the right place — centre of Macau (6)

DOWN

M1 Gentleman rising in ministry making one eager for move (6)

N2 Outweigh odd characters in exec. with proviso subtly (9)

DLM3 User of Scottish canal snarling at barb (7)

N4 Reverse of well-informed skill, not intricate Italian quilting (8)

N5 Creeping stemislike this, mostly below ground (6)

M6 Arabin chargesis glittering (6)

DLM7  Hungrylad, overweight (5

WNS8 Embroidery nail? One holds head for islander (5)

PL9 Cut e.g. sepiafrom tail up, givento eat (6

N14 Eating hungrily at random rider tucked into bean (9)

DLM16 Russianfour-wheeler for atsar (naturally) (8)

WN19 Unreal creature, initially worshipped alongside nasty Hagman (7)

PL20 American mother has endless love for love child (6)

WN 21,22 Likeacroissant swallowed after meal, childignored mouth's
chomping almost (6, 6)

DLM23 E.g.drygarden,ormuddy (6)
WN24  Afterstart of walk, old cattlemove toandfro (5)
M25 How ageing fans express their appreciation of pop singer? (5)

The Chambers Dictionary (2008) is recommended.



