
across
	 1 	See scold gossip all over about outfit – knitted cotton 
	 	 drawers? (10)
	 11 	Blast, as discharged by north wind round loch (5)
	12 	Plea from class to teacher to perform, we hear? Old-
	 	 fashioned compliment (7)
	13 	Engraver’s chisel, excellent when edging cases (7)
	14 	Travel by underground, or bus (4)
	15 	Senior admiral has skill in binding fibre (7)
	16 	Leaving US, count annual payment (nominal) in Canada (4)
	17 	Like never-ending cycle for Hindus, so incorporating 
	 	 reincarnation of Rama’s (8)
	19 	Syrup, gold colour, good to have for tea? (6)
	24 	Bit of cloth, length one required for overcoat (6)
	25 	Wave washing out acting in middle of time for Punch and Judy 

show? (8)
	27 	Payment of rent included in signing a lease (4)
	28 	One drum that’s bashed hard with another around? No go (7)
	31 	Impressive power French company turned out (4)
	32 	No true members supplying piano part alongside G & S (7)
	33 	Blind about act I’ll show what may come from rape (7)
	34 	Artificial bait with wrong metallic yarn (5)
	35 	Research: millions put into field of medicine twice causing 

pique (10) 

 Down
	 2 	When the world was forming – a line on chart introduces 
	 	 age (7)
	 3 	One learning to steer etc on a navy sub (4)
	 4 	One packing punch cracked rib? Sure (7)
	 5 	Prose works entirely offering rest from the Bard (8)
	 6 	Food-fish that’s developed a strong flavour, before being 

consumed (6)
	 7 	US dupe, a bit of a patsy? (4)
	 8 	Not in gear Laurent fashioned (7)
	 9 	Verse form from florilegia Burnsian turned up (5)
	10 	Chef (RN) cooked, and not old bits of service stodge – haute 

cuisine quality (10)
	13 	Spooner’s summoned, taxed for being not quite top (10)
	18 	Lump turning up in tasty bananas – one secures 
	 	 plates (8, 2 words)
	20 	Increasingly offensive emblem of authority that is accepted 

by Greece (7)
	21 	Victoria’s relation from Spain, dyspeptic, getting doctor
	 	  in (7, 2 words)
	22 	Any of various chemicals – woman keeps a record (7)
	23 	Wader to observe imbibing a wine, not flying off (6, 2 words)
	26 	Lairy Aussie youth gets round exercise, a bit cronk? (5)
	29 	PP maybe admitted to cancer hospital (4)
	30 	Whereon one’s head may rest without losing foot at the 
	 	 end (4) 

 
Across 1, anag. less of; ref. The Graduate, 
1967 US film starring Anne Bancroft 
as Mrs Robinson; 10, anag. of alternate 
letters; 12, r in outage; 16, pee sweep; 19, 
me + sir (rev.) in dim; 22, a in turn + dot; 
ref. Puccini opera; 24, slas(h) (rev.) + a; 
27, anag. incl. l; 31, ET in anag.; 33, rends 
in tetters.
Down 2, baboo(n); 3, per in sext (qqv); 
ref. US sexologist Alfred Kinsey; 4, re(a)-
son (rev.); 7, 0 in haven; 8, anag. & lit.; 9, 
cf. spectre (qv); 11, anag. less ea; cross = 
delete; 15, P + ate in river; 20, a ill in mot; 21, 
plaste(r); 23, comp. anag.; see hock3; 25, 
i.e. b and e = Bände (sv Band); 26, barre(l); 
28, traditional pub name.  
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azed no. 2,088 Plain 

The Chambers Dictionary (2011) is recommended.

Prize rules
£25 in book tokens for the 
first three correct solutions 
opened. Solutions postmarked 
no later than Saturday to
AZED No.2088, The Observer, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU 

→If crossword grid 
falls shorter than 
space allowed, you 
can pull it up (and 
tint box next to it) to 
giver yourself more 
room for clues 
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